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• Background: Benazir Income Support
Program is the national unconditional cash
transfer programin Pakistanthat is providing
cash transfers to almost 5.6 million
households through their women across
country.

• Research Question: The study attempts to
investigate impact of unconditional cash
transferon womenempowerment.

• Theoretical Design;

• Methodology: The study uses BISPImpact Evaluation
Data conducted in 2016,comprised of aprox. 9000
control and treatment household and uses
simultaneousequationmodelingto find the dimensions
of women empowerment. The aspects of women
empowerment include access to or control over
resources, household decision-making, freedom of
movement, sense of gender norms and develops a
women empowerment index(Acharya & Bennett,
1983)(Kabeer,1999)(Agarwal,1994)(Yoong, 2012).

• Results: Theresultsindicatethat the recipientwomenin
beneficiary households make more sole and joint
decisions (three out of twelve indicators register
positive, which is a robust significant impact) and are
moreeconomicallyactive.
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Conclusion: However,ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎmobility is
not significantly impacted by the program.
Ourestimatesrevealthat the BISPbringsonly
modest changes in ŦŜƳŀƭŜΩǎaccess and
control over resources, participation in
decision-making and mobility among
beneficiaries. However, this unconditional
cash transfers enhanceoverall wellbeing of
women, who becomemore empoweredand
retain control over the BISPfunds to use for
householdconsumption.
From our results, it can be ascertainedthat
programslike BISPprovide positive impacts
on female empowermentbut are unable to
transform gender norms, at least in the
mediumterm.

Women 
Empowerm

ent

Access and Control 
over  Resources 

Decision-
Making 

and 
Mobility   

Intrinsic  
Agency 


