
Participle Clauses 
 
Sentences Colliding… 
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What happens when two trains or two cars, or two of anything collide? 
When two cars collide, suddenly there is much less of at least one car. 
The same happens when two sentences collide – there will be parts taken 
off of one or both of them. Unlike a car collision, in English, this is a 
good thing. It means we can make our sentences a bit shorter when we try 
to squeeze two of them together.  
 
Participles (past and present) 
 
PAST PARTICIPLES 
 
So what is a participle? Students often learn past participles (which they call PP) 
when they learn the present perfect or passive forms. For regular verbs they are the  
third form of the verb, the –ed form. 
 
So, what’s a past participle? When you learn verbs you learn three forms: 
 
Go 
Went 
Gone (the third is the past participle – in this case ‘gone’). 
 
For regular verbs, the past simple and the past participle take –ed and look the same: 
 
Stop 
Stopped 
Stopped (here the third form ‘stopped’ is the past participle) 



Irregular verbs, like with the word ‘go’ above will have a different past participle: 
 
Drink 
Drank 
Drunk (‘drunk’ is the past participle) 
 
If you don’t know the forms of the past participle, they can easily be found in 
grammar books or online. Look at the three forms and the third form (past participle) 
below: 
 
Know  Understand  Steal  Want  Like See 
Knew  Understood  Stole  Wanted Liked Saw 
Known  Understood  Stolen  Wanted Liked   Seen 
 
Which are regular and which are irregular? 
 
 
 
PRESENT PARTICIPLES 
 
Present participles are much easier to deal with. They are simply the –ing form of the 
verb. We use them in the present continuous. They do not change and there is only 
one form to remember for regular and irregular verbs, simply add –ing. 
 
Here are some examples of verbs showing the present and past participles (note some 
of the spelling changes): 
 
 
 
Infinitive 
 

Present Participle Past Participle 

Freeze 
 

Freezing (drop final e) Frozen 

Step 
 

Stepping (double p) Stepped 

Feel 
 

Feeling Felt 

Walk 
 

Walking Walked 

Eat 
 

Eating Eaten 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Same Subject 
 
When two sentences have the same subject, we often can make one shorter sentence 
with them, using a participle. Look at the examples below: 
 
1. She was hungry. She stole some bread. (Here we have two short sentences that 
belong together.) 
 
2. Because she was hungry, she stole some bread. (Here we have put them together 
with the conjunction ‘because’, but the one sentence is longer than the two short 
ones.) 
 
3. Being hungry, she stole some bread. (In the third sentence we have removed the 
subject and replaced the past tense verb (was) with the present participle (being). 
Being hungy… is a participle clause. 
 
It is not always necessary to have the same subject in the two shorter sentences to 
make a participle clause, but for now we will use that for the sake of being clear. 
Below you will find a discussion on making participle clauses without having both 
subjects the same. 
 
In the following few sections, you will see some of the situations where we find 
participle clauses. 
 
 
 
Because (reason) 
 
In the first example, (Being hungry, she stole some bread.) REASON is the situation 
in which we find this participle clause. We use the PRESENT PARTICIPLE for this. 
Here is a table with more examples. Notice that the reason part of the sentence is the 
part carrying the participle clause and the conjunctions ‘so’ and ‘because’ are 
removed because the participle clause now has the meaning of because (reason). 
Notice also that a comma is necessary between the participle clause and the remaining 
clause. 
 
Sentence showing reason Participle Clause 

 
He needed money, so he asked his 
brother for a loan. 

Needing money, he asked his brother for 
a loan. 

Because she was feeling sick, she went 
home.  

Feeling sick, she went home. 

She was a painter, so she decided to open 
a gallery. 

Being a painter, she decided to open a 
gallery. 

They found it very hot, so they opened a 
window. 

Finding it very hot, they opened a 
window. 

Because she had a test coming, she spent 
the weekend studying. 

Having a test coming, she spent the 
weekend studying. 

 
 



One thing happens at the same time as another 
 
There are times when two things happen at the same time in a continuous way. So 
often you can make a participle clause when there are two continuous verbs in the 
sentence. For example: 
 
 
 Past………….     Present 
 
  …sitting… 
  …crying… 
 
She was sitting on the floor and she was crying.  
 
She was sitting on the floor, crying. (In this case crying is the entire participle clause.) 
 
Here are more examples of participle clauses made to show that two things happen at 
the same time: 

He was walking through the park, singing his favourite song. 
They were looking through old pictures, laughing. 
The writer was looking at the scene, wondering how he would describe it. 
She was drinking a cup of tea, looking sadly out the window. 

 
One thing happens in the middle of another 
 
As you saw in the above example, we can make a participle clause when two things 
happen at the same time. We can also make a participle clause when one things 
happens in the middle of another thing. For example: 
 
 
 
 …Past….  burned   Present 
 
  …cooking dinner… 
 
He burned himself while he was cooking dinner.  
 
We can see that cooking dinner went on for some time, and that sometime during that 
time, he burned himself. The cooking may have taken an hour, where he burned 
himself in one second, so it is in the middle of cooking dinner.  
 
He burned himself, cooking dinner.  (‘Cooking dinner’ is the participle clause here.) 
 
Here are more examples of participle clauses that possible when one thing happens in 
the middle of another thing: 
 
He was lying on the ground, waiting for the ambulance to arrive. 
She was biting her fingernails, waiting for the result of her audition. 
The student was sitting in his room, surfing the internet. 
The guitarist was strumming a song, making up the words.  



Replacement of a relative clause (present or past participle) 
 
A relative clause is another kind of clause (using who, that, which, etc.) Often in a 
relative clause you can see the present continuous. When both clauses have the same 
subject, you can make the relative clause into a participle clause.  
 
The man who is smoking near the door is my doctor.  
 
You can see two complete clauses here: 
 

1. The man is my doctor.  
2. who (the man) is smoking near the door.  

 
Since the relative clause is in the present perfect (with a present participle – smoking), 
it can be changed to a participle clause: 
 
The man smoking near the door is my doctor. (The participle clause here is 
‘smoking near the door’).  
 
 
Passive meaning (past participle) 
 
In a relative clause there can also be a past participle and we can make a participle 
clause from that, as we did with the present participle in the above example. 
 
The man who was killed in the war was the president’s brother.  
 
You can see two complete clauses here: 
 

1. The man was the president’s brother.  
2. who (the man) was killed in the war.  

 
The participle here is the past participle since it is used here in the passive. It is 
changed to the following participle clause: 
 
The man killed in the war was the president’s brother. (The participle clause here is 
killed in the war.) 
 
NOTE:  Having a past participle does not always mean you can make a participle 
clause. This does NOT work with the perfect (present perfect or past perfect). This 
works with the passive because of the presence of BE, which is why it also works for 
the present continuous in a relative clause. 
 
Here are more examples: 
 
The money lost in the taxi cannot be found.  
The artist called the father of modern art is Pablo Picasso. 
The concert seen at the auditorium was the best of the year.  
 
 



Past with Participle Clauses 
 
There are times when you need to express that something happened in the past, and 
this can be done with participle clauses too. This is done with the perfect participle 
(having done, having gone, having seen…). 
 
So, if you want to say “Because she had finished her homework, she went out,” you 
can make a participle clause: Having finished her homework, she went out. Here are 
more examples of participle clauses in the past time: 
 
Having said that, I would still like to follow my original plan. 
Having considered all his options, he chose to study computer science. 
Having been to London three times, they decided to go to Paris instead. 
Having finished her degree at Oxford, she went on to fame and fortune.  
 
 
 
Participle clauses when the subjects are different or implied 
 
Up to now, our discussion on participle clauses has focused on sentences that have the 
same subject in both clauses. However, it is possible to have two different subjects 
and still have the participle clause clear and easy to understand. Below are some 
situations where you can find this. 
 
Her brother wanting a good meal, she cooked a large dinner at home. 
(In this sentence ‘her’ lets us know there is a connection.) 
 
All of his paintings were popular, one having been sold for $1million. 
(In this sentence the pronoun ‘one’ shows us the connection to ‘his paintings’ in the 
first clause.) 
 
Millions of people suffered in the war, many losing entire families.  
(As with the last example, a pronoun has made a connection to the first subject – 
many of the millions of people.) 
 
 
 
Uses of participle clauses 
 
There are many uses for participle clauses. See examples of their uses below. 
 
 
 
 Economy 
 
The first use that comes to mind is language economy, saving space in a sentence. 
This is important when you need to reduce the number of words. This is also a way to 
make sentences flow smoothly and to remove conjunctions, as well as to remove 
subjects that are repeated.  
 



 Itineraries 
 
There are text types (kinds of writing) where participle clauses are used more. One 
example is travel itineraries (the ones where the days events are planned out for you.  
Look at this segment of an itinerary. 
 
DAY 4 
 
You will leave for Paris, having seen the sights of London and Edinburgh. Taking a 
ferry to Calais, you will enjoy the sea air aboard our special “Sea Cruiser”. Arriving 
in Paris, you will see the old lady of Paris, the Eiffel Tower dominating the Parisian 
sky. You will spend the day traveling Paris, sightseeing and taking in all the wonders 
of Europe’s most famous city, called the city of love.  
 
EXERCISE A: 
Can you identify the participle clauses in the above itinerary? Say where they fit into 
the discussion above. 
 
 
 Narratives 
 
It is also common to see participle clauses in narratives, as writers may want to make 
some connections between clauses or show that things are happening at the same time 
or in the middle of something else (see the explanation of time and participle clauses 
above).  
 
EXERCISE B: 
Read the paragraph below and identify the participle clauses.  
 
 
She ran from the house crying, waving her arms and screaming for help. The 
neighbours knew what was happening, having seen the signs many times and 
expecting the worst. None, however, helped her, knowing that to try and protect her 
meant their own suffering or death. She had made a tragic mistake marrying that 
monster, but needing security, she fell for his trap. Now, desperately running away 
from her own reality, she has nowhere left to run. 
 
 Formality (see register/stylistics) 
 
 
Participle clauses can be found in formal English texts. See the chapter on Register 
and Sylistics for more information. They are used to make the register of language 
higher. Below are some examples: 
 
Heeding the call of the people, the king quickly signed the decree. 
Driven by a passion for nature, the group would use any means to stop global 
warming. 
Her hand shivering with fear, she held the car steady over the icy roads. 
 
 



EXERCISE C: 
Make participle clauses from these sentences. 
 

1. She went to Bali because she needed some rest and relaxation. 
2. Because they were intending to buy a new house, they looked through the 

newspapers every day. 
3. She was eating potato chips while she was watching a movie.  
4. He had been previously married so he had no interest in marrying again so 

soon. 
5. She ran over a dog when she was driving to work. 

 
 
 
ANSWER KEY: 
 
Exercise A 
 
You will leave for Paris, having seen the sights of London and Edinburgh (result with past meaning). 
Taking a ferry to Calais, (two things happening at the same time) you will enjoy the sea air aboard our 
special “Sea Cruiser”. Arriving in Paris, (two things happening at the same time) you will see the old 
lady of Paris, the Eiffel Tower dominating the Parisian sky (taken from a relative clause). You will 
spend the day traveling Paris, sightseeing and taking in all the wonders (two things happening at the 
same time) of Europe’s most famous city, called the city of love (taken from a relative clause).  
 
 
Exercise B 
 
She ran from the house crying, waving her arms and screaming for help. The neighbours knew what 
was happening, having seen the signs many times and expecting the worst. None, however, helped 
her, knowing that to try and protect her meant their own suffering or death. She had made a tragic 
mistake marrying that monster, but needing security, she fell for his trap. Now, desperately running 
away from her own reality, she had nowhere left to run. 
 
Exercise C 
 

1. She went to Bali because she needed some rest and relaxation. 
 
Needing some rest and relaxation, she went to Bali. 
 

2. Because they were intending to buy a new house, they looked through the newspapers every 
day. 

 
Intending to buy a new house, they looked through the newspapers everyday. 
 

3. She was eating potato chips while she was watching a movie.  
 
She was watching a movie, eating potato chips. 
 

4. He had been previously married so he had no interest in marrying again so soon. 
 
Having been previously married, he had no interest in marrying again so soon. 
 

5. She ran over a dog when she was driving to work. 
 
She ran over a dog driving to work. 


