DISCOVERY
LEARNING
WOOLSTHORPE PRIMARY SCHOOL

WHY DISCOVERY
LEARNING
We see what’s possible everyday. We know ‘education’
needs to be different in an age of instant ‘knowledge’
and ‘access’ to information. Our learners are different
and think differently. Our education system is calling for
agile learning design and change adaptive schools
whose pedagogical practice is never fixed in how they
engage our young people in learning of real, relevant
and authentic experiences.

Learners are motivated and engaged
in what interests them, they are given
ownership and feel listened to.

WE BELIEVE
Our world today is fast paced, change happens quickly and thanks
to the advances in technology our learners are connected anywhere, anytime.
Learning in today’s world means that learners must be equipped
with the necessary skills to navigate their way through a knowledge
rich and highly connected global community.
We believe, an education worth having is built on authentic learning
experiences, fun and creativity. Learning is designed where students curiosity is harnessed, their talents are valued and most of all,

formed around genuine relationships with teachers, other students
and parents.
In Discovery time students have ownership of their learning. They
have choice in what questions they want to answer and are give
time and space to ‘dig deep’ with real projects and learning work.
By teaching students how to justify, articulate and record their thinking process using iPads and other tools, we are encouraging students to value the process of deep learning, not just getting answers
or making products with little understanding of why.

2

Discovery Learning Story

When students can adapt the known to the unknown and transfer
learning from one context to another, they are demonstrating their
ability to use their knowledge and skills in multiple situations and
are therefore beginning to operate as a true lifelong learner.

We are encouraging students to
value the process of deep learning, not just getting answers or
making products with little understanding of why.
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Emphasis in learning is often focused primarily on the product or
the answer. We believe that it is the process of learning which
should be the main focus for students with less emphasis on just
‘getting the right answer’.
Teaching must change and adapt to suit the environment and the
learner of today. We must be flexible in our approach to how we
engage learners, encourage curiosity and inspire creativity in
schools and communities.
Discovery Learning is a way of embedding a learning language
and Learning Process across a whole school and learning community. Discovery Learning enables learners to explore their wonderings and questions about the world around, dig deeper with
their learning and share ideas in realistic, connected and authentic ways.
We use learners’ interests, ideas and questions to motivate them
and engage them in curriculum content.
Students are able to show, explain and prove their learning,
hence our focus on learner traits. We equip learners with traits
necessary for their school life and real world contexts.

We must be flexible in how we
engage learners, encourage
curiosity and inspire creativity.
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Our school values each learner’s passions and aims to develop
students’ confidence, knowledge, understanding, appreciation,
curiosity and most of all a love of learning.
Active engagement, sharing and inspirations are essential parts
of Discovery Learning time at the beginning. We use student,
staff and parent hobbies and passion to ignite thinking, generate
‘big ideas’ and deep questions to ‘find out’ about.
Learners are motivated and engaged in learning by developing
independent learner traits of Collaboration, Curiosity, Creativity,
Initiative, Tolerance and Determination.
Learners supported by teams of teachers take responsibility for
their own process of learning. Students show, explain and prove
their learning by ‘digging deeper’ during the process. Questions
trackers are used to support, drive and focus projects and learnings.
Real Discovery Learning projects enable the application of the
Learning Process. They are used to differentiate and personalise
learning for individual needs and interests. Use of hands on projects and approaches allow children a chance to trial and construct their own knowledge.

We use student, staff and parent
hobbies and passion to ignite
thinking, generate ‘big ideas’
and deep questions.
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The realisation that they can apply the learned skills and processes to solve problems, design and construct solutions to successfully achieve goals in real life, is an immensely powerful vehicle for the remainder of their life journey.
Students use their iPads to record and share their learning with
their peers, teachers and parents. Students value the process
over the product and can better understand their own learning by
recording videos, taking snapshots and telling story through images and audio.
Woolsthorpe provides a unique and dynamic learning experience
for its learners. Our school has a history and culture of high expectations, parent involvement and academic excellence. We
live, learn and work by our ‘Trademark’ of Respect, Excellence,
Care and Teamwork.
Our school is recognised by the local community for its nonnegotiables when it comes to ensuring a safe , caring and innovative learning environment. We work hard with families to build
genuine relationships that foster genuine conversions and feedback processes.

Respect, Excellence, Care and
Teamwork.
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Discovery Learning responds to and is
leveraged by digital. Learners have
access to anyone, anywhere, anytime.

YOU WILL SEE
TEACHERS

STUDENTS

Are learners, creators, thinkers themselves : first and foremost.

Have ownership of their learning.

Embed deep learning, thinking and questioning in their practice.

Are given choice, voice and freedom to learn by doing.

Are risk takers and learners through collaborative professional learning conversations.

Will take risks and learning from problems.

Use iPad powerfully to teach creativity, collaboration, design and
story.

Question, wonder, make, build, test, trial, fail, do, act, create, explore
collaborate.
Use iPad powerfully to make, create and share learning.

Learn with and along side students in the learning process.
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Knowing what to do when learners
don't know what to do is a valued
part of the Learning Process.

OUR LEARNING PROCESS
Our Learning Process is designed to be a simple common language
that all learners in our ‘learning community’ can understand and use.

of the Learning Process to overcome obstacles and be the best
learner that they can be.

Importantly, our Learning Process model has been designed from
the ground up by staff and students with parents input. Our thinking
was action researched and built on contemporary learning theories
and practices. Ownership of the design and process were key to the
speed of implementation and change of practice.

Knowing what to do when learners don't know what to do is a valued
part of the Learning Process.

Learners can identify and describe which part of the Learning Process they are in and why they are there. Our learner traits are important skills, which learners can draw upon when they are in any part

We focus on developing understanding, fluency, logical reasoning,
deep thinking and problem solving skills. We aim to equip learners
with traits necessary for their school life and real world contexts.
Our Learning Process iBook can be accessed in the iBooks Store
https://itun.es/au/6R8e5.l
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IPAD POWER
Discovery Learning responds to and is leveraged by digital.
Learners have access to; knowledge, questions, people and ideas
inside and outside of school (anyone, anywhere, anytime).
iPad is used to embed thinking and skills, record and share learning
creatively in ways not otherwise possible. Learners can capture, reflect and revisit their wonderings (questions) thinking and learnings
while it happens in real time.
Text, video, audio and images are used powerful to create stories,
present understanding, justify new ideas and design artefacts for
other leaners.

iPad technology is embedded, almost
invisible, in all areas of learning and
is strategically used to enhance learning experience.
iPad Apps are used to embed strategies and skills, but more importantly students are able to record and share their learning with both
their peers and their teachers as learning is happening ‘just in time
learning’
Don’t under estimate the power of the applications already on the device. They are there because they are fundamental tools. When
used in conjunction with other applications they can be very powerful tools to collect, collaborate, create, share and reflect on learning.
Our new school was built in 2013, with the latest technology and
learning spaces, where teachers work in collaborative teams to per9

sonalise learning for all students. iPad technology is embedded, almost invisible, in all areas of learning and is strategically used to enhance learning experience. We are a 1-to-1 iPad school with all students and staff using iPad to drive and support our learning culture.

Learner Traits

We believe in providing effective feedback to our students, which is
used to inform future learning goals. iPad allows this to happen in
the moment of learning. No one app is used. Students and staff select apps that fit the purpose for the learning or sharing.

FEEDBACK:
focuses on the learning intention and occurs as the student is doing
the learning - IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK
provides information on how and why the student understands or
misunderstands.
provides strategies to help the student to improve.
assists the student to understand the next learning step.
develops a positive self-concept as learners.
provides opportunities for students to interpret and apply Learner
Traits in a wide variety of contexts.
develops students persistence, confidence and skills in applying
knowledge, skills and understanding to everyday situations, when
examining and solving everyday problems and challenges.
encourages students to pose questions and to take an active role in
the pursuit of new knowledge, skills and understanding.

Our learner traits are important skills, which learners can draw
upon when they are in any part of the Learning Process to overcome obstacles and be the best learner that they can be.
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QUESTIONS

iPad technology is embedded, almost
invisible, in all areas of learning and
is strategically used to enhance learning experience.

How does the Discovery Learning drive deep learning and ensure
growth? If you see it what does it look like ?

Can we measure learner traits of Collaboration, Curiosity, Creativity,
Initiative, Tolerance and Determination ?

Discovery Learning is a way to enact and make our Learning Process visible to students but how do we know learning is happening
and can we measure it ?

How do we (leaders of learning) become creative in our Mindsets
and become creators ourselves?

How can we use iPad technology for more powerful and deeper
learning capture of student's growth ?
Does Discovery Learning improve Literacy and Numeracy outcomes? How do we know ?
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Sharing and communicating our work
is powerful for all members of our
learning community.

INFORMATION
Our school has a large online and social media presence which
aims to inform parents and the wider community of our learning programs and school vision.
Further information can be seen on our Facebook page, Twitter or
Website.
Facebook
Twitter @woolsthorpeps
E: woolsthorpe.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
W: http://woolsthorpeps.global2.vic.edu.au
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