NEWSLETTER

Issue # 7

17th May 2018

Mother’s Day

Breakfast

INVITATION
THANK YOU
Our Mother’s Day Breakfast was a
big hit - thank you everyone for
attending and sharing breakie with
your special little people!
Hugh thanks to The Coffee Guy &
Bakers Delight for their support.
Special thanks to Mrs Austen for
her organisation & time!

Mindful May

Zumba Fun
THANK YOU
Zumba Fun with Kazz for our Mindful
May Activity this week.
Lunchtime fun - thanks to the Student
Leaders project and to the amazing
Kazz Mahoney!! Thank you so much
for your time and enthusiasm!
Everyone had great fun!!

We would like to invite you all to
come along to the school next
week - it’s Education Week & we
have some spectacular display of
the students Art Work for you to
come & see.
Art work and projects will be on
display throughout the school don’t forget about the library
displays!
Looking forward to seeing
everyone!
Students are excited to show off
their creations & artistic talent!

Miss Ryan

Upcoming Events

MAY
FRI 18th

Moyne Cross Country

MON 21st

EDUCATION WEEK
KGP, Grade 2/3’s

THU 24th

Healthy Breaky - Walk To
School - To be confirmed

FRI 25th
MON 28th

Division Cross Country
KGP, Grade Prep/1
GR 5/6 Art Excursion

JUNE
WED 6th

Winter Sports, GR 4 - 6

FRI 8th

- Football & Netball
Pupil Free Day

MON 11th
TUE 19th

Queen’s Birthday Holiday
School Council Meeting

03 6669 2241
Manifold Street Woolsthorpe 3276
Woolsthorpe Primary School
@woolsthorpeps
www.woolsthorpe.ps.global2.vic.edu.au/

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

VISITS WELCOME
ANYTIME
‘Open Day is every day at Woolsthorpe PS’ – Come
see for yourself

Education Week

is a chance for
prospective families, current families and the
community to see our school in action. Find out what
we have to offer and see why our school in special and
unique.

Open Literacy
Classrooms
9am-11am every day
Creative Arts Displays and Student Projects
Monday May 21, Kitchen Garden Showcase
Come and see our Kitchen Garden Program in action.
Thursday May 24, Walk to School & Healthy
Breakfast
Students will come to school as usual and then take
part in a local walk around Woolsthorpe. We will then
have a healthy breakfast back at school. We
encourage all families to join us.

Contact us for more details

55 69 2241
ANNUAL REPORT SNAPSHOT
Each year I submit an Annual Report to the
Department of Education that captures opinions about
our school and how we are tracking in terms of
Achievement, Engagement and Wellbeing. Here is a

snapshot of this year’s report which will be published in
full later in the term.
Achievement
Teacher Judgment data indicates that our students are making expected
growth from year to year in all areas of the curriculum. Using the school
comparison measures we are similar in all areas of English and
Mathematics. Consistently we have above 90% of all students achieving C
and above in English and Mathematics. Teacher Judgment data for at or
above age expected standards showed English 90.8% and Mathematics
88.5%. This result is supported by other assessment data teachers have
and is evident in our student learning growth profiles. Our Early Years
(P-2) reading level and comprehension data is reaching higher than
expected targets. In small schools national testing data from year to year
fluctuates, but on average our student’s achievement and relative growth
is similar to like schools and at or above state means for Literacy and
Numeracy. Using the school comparison measures for NAPLAN our
schools year 3 and 5 Numeracy and Reading results are similar. This
result is evident over time using the 4 year average data. In 2018 student
achievement in Literacy and Numeracy will continue be a focus for
improvement as our core work. We will continue to build the capacity of
all staff to use assessment data to inform their teaching practice and plan
learning at individual student points of need. Our professional learning
teams are a key driver of this improvement and collaboration work. In
2018 teaching staff are engaged in the South West Reading Project and
will implement new learnings into our Literacy programs over the coming
12 months.
Engagement
The evidence is clear. Our students feel stimulated and motivated to learn
here at Woolsthorpe Primary School. They trust their teachers and feel
supported in all areas of the school and their learning programs.
Engagement across the school is extremely high for all learners as is
evident in our recent student surveys and consultations done as part of our
new health and wellbeing plan. We are achieving well above state means
and higher than all like schools in the Attitudes to School Survey. Our
students feel connected in the community and at school. They trust staff
and have very strong relationships with their peers and other parents in
the school community. Student attendance figures show we are tracking
similar to schools with the same student background characteristics. Our
attendance rate on average is 92% for all students, meaning students want
to come to school and parents ensure this happens. Student Engagement at
Woolsthorpe is supported by giving students voice and choice in what and
how they learn. Discovery Learning and the use of our Learning Process
is one way we integrated curriculum through inquiry. Creative Arts,
Money Maths, STEM projects, Student led projects and Kitchen Garden
programs are just some of the unique experiences our learners have here
at Woolsthorpe.

RESPECT ! EXCELLENCE ! CARE ! TEAMWORK

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Our curriculum provides all students with opportunities to learn by doing,
through a hands on, project based approach. Our school camps,
excursions and extra curricula activities create a school where learning is
fun, authentic and a positive experience for all learners (students, staff
and parents).
Wellbeing
We have high expectations of all members in our school community when
it comes to how we behave, care and support each other. We are achieving
well above state benchmarks for all areas of wellbeing, climate and
satisfaction. Our students say they feel connected to school, feel safe and
supported by their teachers. School Connectedness (Sense of Belonging)
is extremely positive at 92% overall. In 2017 the school conducted a
‘whole of community’ consultation in order to design our own needsbased Health and Wellbeing Plan. A bottom up approach, guided by best
practice and research, formed the basis of our plan’s design. We engaged
Danielle Gladman, a health promotion professional and parent in our
community to co-design, over 6 months of consultation, a plan suited to
our school and community needs. We engaged all stakeholders in a
process of design through surveys, forums and workshops. Our new
Health and Wellbeing plan aims to build a school community of students,
staff and parents who are happy, healthy and resilient, able to cope within
our ever-changing world and thrive in their lives. The plan has 3 areas of
future focus; Resilience, Physical Activity and Mental Health Promotion,
which will be embedded in the schools programs and culture. The
complete Health and Wellbeing Plan document is on our school website
and maps out many of the programs we currently have in place and
actions moving forward. In 2017 we also conducted the Middle Years
Development survey. This information shows the social and emotional
health and wellbeing of our students and is a strength based approach
with measures in connectedness, health, social and emotional
development, physical activity, sleep, diet, outside school activities and
general happiness. Overall the MDI (survey) showed high levels of social
and emotional wellbeing across our school community and strong assets
when it comes to positive experiences, relationships and behaviours
present in children’s lives. This information will be used to enhance all
our learning programs, as we embed our health and wellbeing plan
objectives and actions.
Other comments
Our 2017 Parent Opinion Survey data is extremely positive with General
Satisfaction at 96%, Teacher Communication to Parents at 98% and
Parent Participation and Involvement at 99%. 100% of parents surveyed
in 2017 indicated that their child feels safe at school and enjoys the
learning they do. It is our community culture that underpins everything we
do here at Woolsthorpe. Staff work hard with all families to build
relationships and foster genuine conversations. Our Parent Teacher
Conferences provide parents excellent opportunities to form relationships
with all staff at our school. Staff value parent participation in all areas of
the school and learning programs.

STAYING SAFE ONLINE
Teachers regularly have conversations in the
classroom with students about staying safe online and
what that means. With new Apps and Social Media
platforms becoming available all the time, it is
sometimes difficult to keep up with it all. We ask that
parents have a conversations with their children about
this and check they are using Apps appropriately.

It is important to be talking with children at all ages
about internet use, appropriate Apps and accessing
information online. Technology and the internet are
powerful learning tools and very much part of our day
to day life. It is also something we will continue to learn
about together as things continue to change.

iParent is resource website for parents to get ideas
and help their children in stay safe online.
Click here https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent

Quote from iParent: Let’s face it, the internet is an integral
part of young people’s lives. Used responsibly, the online
environment is a great place for our children to socialise and
maintain friendships, be entertained, download and watch
music and movies, play games, to search for information
and to learn.
The ever changing nature of the internet can pose
challenges for parents who wish to keep on top of their
children’s technology use. While children might seem to be
tech savvy, they still need a parent’s guiding hand to help
make sure their online experience is positive and safe.

STUDENTS WITH ASTHMA & ANAPHYLAXIS
Students diagnosed with Asthma or Anaphylaxis
must have available at school the appropriate
medication required and a plan in place. This
medication is kept in the children's bag or with the
child’s teacher. Students must have an Asthma or
Anaphylaxis Action Plan completed and signed by
their Doctor. This plan must be sent to school. Like
with all student medical needs, it is your responsibility
as parents to follow up plans, review them every 12
months and inform the school. Our Asthma and
Anaphylaxis Policies can be found on our school
website along with other policies.
Mr Perry

Follow Us on
Twitter @woolsthorpeps
Facebook
W- http://woolsthorpeps.global2.vic.edu.au

RESPECT ! EXCELLENCE ! CARE ! TEAMWORK

Why
Happy Students

Happy Parents

Happy Staff

Come see for yourself
Choosing a school for your child’s education is the most important decision that as parents you will ever
make. So choosing the right school is vital. Here at Woolsthorpe Primary School we aim to make this
decision making process easy. We invite you to visit our school and see for yourself why our school is
special and unique.

‣

New Enrolments Welcome any time
Call and arrange a school tour for a time that suits you
Come see for yourself what our school has to offer
Prospectuses and Information Packs available

‣

Education Week Celebrations Monday MAY 21 - 25
School Tours, Open Classrooms, Kitchen Garden Program Showcase

‣

Enrolment Week for 2019 Preps July 23 - 27
This is when enrolment forms for 2019 are ready and lodged
To register an enrolment please contact Suzi

Modern 21st Century Facilities

03 6669 2241

@woolsthorpeps

Manifold Street Woolsthorpe 3276

www.woolsthorpe.ps.global2.vic.edu.au/

Woolsthorpe Primary School

COMMUNITY NEWS
WOOLSTHORPE CWA

THANK YOU

Our Grade 6 students, Mr Perry & staff would like to thank
the Woolsthorpe CWA for inviting them over to their
“Cuppa For Cancer” morning tea!
What a wonderful event and we were all very
appreciative of the invitation.

Community open day at Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village
Free barbecue – cannon firing – music
face painting – history bus tours - time capsule display
Sunday, May 27 - 11am to 3pm

Congratulations

Over $1000 was raised for the Southwest Healthcare
Prostate Cancer Detector.

You’re invited to the

MAILORS FLAT HALL COMMITTEE
Biggest Morning Tea

Friday 25th May from 10am
$5 entry for morning tea and lucky door prize entry
We are having an auction with items including:

Fire Pit – Donated by Adzweld
Fire Pit – Donated by Spikins & Paul Croft
Skip Bin – Murrihy Demolitions
And many more great items….
We also have a raffle, spinning wheel, produce
stall and giftware
Phone Mel Maher on 0447 132 102
for more information

HOUSEKEEPING
0457 804 527

Enquires
Welcome

