Kallista Primary School, 72 Monbulk Road, phone 9755 2633

Wednesday 25th February 2015
Important Diary Dates
February
Fri 27th

9am Assembly (Leadership
Positions & Badges)
10am Picnic Sports

March
Tues 3rd
Fri 6th
Mon 9th
Tues 10th
Fri 13th
Mon 16th

A word from the Principal…..
Hello Everyone,
It has been terrific to see our preps
settled into school, enjoying full days
together with their teachers and
classmates. Thanks to the Year 5
buddies who have been very attentive
and caring. Showing your friendship
has certainly helped our new preps
have a very happy start! Year 5
students also have the opportunity to
be playground Peacemakers this year
and help create a calm, friendly
playground for all. I am looking forward
to reading your applications.

Congratulations to our
Year 6 House Captains and
Year 5 Vice Captains
I am pleased to announce the Kallista
Primary School 2015 House Captains
and Vice Captains.
Come to this Friday’s 9am assembly to
meet our school leaders and see them
receive their badges before Picnic
Sports.

Emberson
Captains
Morgan D & Ellen

Wed 18th
Wed 25th
Fri 27th

5/6P Piggery Visit
Gr 4/5 & 5/6s Melbourne
Shrine Excursion
LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY
3/4M Piggery Visit
CURRICULUM DAY
Woorabinda Camp
7pm School Council AGM
Bells of Peace Rehearsal
Bells of Peace Rehearsal
END OF TERM 1

April
Mon 13th
Sat 18th

TERM 2
Bells of Peace Performance

Vice Captains
Hamish & Brielle
Grant
Captains
Darcy & Ruby
Vice Captains
Indigo & Zahlia
O’Donohue
Captains
Tyler & Lily
Vice Captains
Oliver & Chloe
Gleghorn
Captains
Taj & Elysia
Vice Captains
Jakob & Fern

At Kallista Primary we all value:

So many helpers!

Picnic Sports

It is so very exciting to have so many parents helping at school!
Thank you!

Friday is Picnic Sports Day!

I can’t list everyone’s name for fear of leaving someone out but
all our children and staff would like to say just how much we
appreciate all your passion, energy and efforts to help our
students learn and improve our programs and environment.
Whether it is classroom support, literacy support, working in
the garden or the playground, giving our library a make-over or
being on Parents and friends and School Council…. The school is
abuzz with activity!
Your involvement makes a positive and powerful difference to
our community and we just want to say a BIG thank you all! 

School Council Members
Our AGM and first School Council meeting with our 2015
members is at 7pm on Monday 16th March. Congratulations to
the new parent School Councillors, Shelley Walker and Kate
Hannan. These ladies have shown their commitment to our
school community in many and varied ways over the years and
we thank you for making this commitment for the next two
years. Congratulations also to our new teacher member,
Simone Patterson- it is great to have you on board!
We also wish to acknowledge the wonderful work of those
leaving our School Council, Judi Porter, Jenny Abraham and
Anne Vear. You have each made such valuable contributions
over your term of office and beyond! Thank you for giving of
your time and energies, and for being so thoughtful and
supportive of our school community, and for working positively
towards our vision for continued school improvement.

Every child’s safety, is everyone’s
responsibility
Road traffic safety. I will put a flyer in this newsletter to remind
everyone to take care at pick-up and drop-off times. Our roads
do become very congested and visibility, particularly when
pulling in and out of parking spots can be quite poor. Children
have inadequate understanding about traffic behavior and poor
judgement in regards to speed and distance. Children are also
unpredictable. So please do slow down and take care.

Special things are coming up!
We are looking forward to our Grade 3 /4 and 5/6 Camps in
Term 2.
Bells of Peace
We are excited to announce that our choir has been invited by
the Dandenong Ranges Music Council to join with other local
schools in their specially commissioned production of “Bells Of
Peace” to commemorate the centenary of ANZAC. Amy is
working on the chorus medley of WW1 songs with the choir
and we will become part of a massed choir. Participation is free
although parents wanting to attend the performances will be
asked to purchase tickets.
Performance- Sat 18 April 2-5pm Mt Evelyn Discovery Church
(parents to transport own children)
th

Optional performance Mon 20 April, 7-10pm Belgrave
Heights Convention Centre (parents to transport)

This fun annual Kallista Primary School sporting event starts at
10am and is followed by a picnic lunch. It’s tabloid sports
Kallista style!
Can you volunteer? Hilary still needs helpers on the day. Please
come and put your name down on the white board at the office
or simply call the office and let the ladies know you can help.
Come along and enjoy spending time with your children and
Kallista friends!

Lunchtime Activities
Choir and library are well underway at lunchtimes!
Once again, we have had a lot of interest in chess and yoga. If
you filled in an expression of interest last week, you will receive
a chess and yoga payment form this week.
If you do not receive a form through your child, please collect
one from the office.

Literacy Learning at Kallista
Our literacy coordinator, Margaret, is holding Parenting
Partnerships sessions. If you would like to help children in the
classroom by listening to them read, it is essential you attend
these informative sessions.
Another program to help children learn to read and write with
success is the Bridges Program. Once again Margaret is
coordinating this valuable program and needs the help of
volunteers.
If you would like to help with either of these programs, please
look information sheet in this newsletter.

Internet Safety and Usage
I would like to remind parents and students about the safe and
positive use of the internet and social media.
It has been drawn to my attention by a concerned community
member that photos of students have been uploaded to
Instagram without parent permission.
Please remember, whether you are a parent or a student or a
staff member, it is against our code of practice to share photos
of other people on the internet, including such social media
sites as Facebook, Instagram, etc.
The school takes this responsibility very seriously and will only
publish photos of children where we have written consent.
I am including two related school policies for your information.
Please come and see me if you have any concerns. Thank you.

Japanese students visit Kallista
Last week we had 15 students from a prestigious college in
Japan visit our school. Thanks to Morgan, Amalija and Katie,
and Elysia, Tyler and Willow who were fantastic hosts and tour
guides around our school. Well done!

Christine

INTERNET USAGE
Rationale:


The internet provides students with unprecedented opportunities to obtain information, engage in discussion, and liaise with individuals, organisation and groups world-wide so as to increase skills, knowledge and
abilities.

Aims:


To improve student learning outcomes by increasing access to worldwide information.



To develop skills in discriminate and appropriate internet usage.

Implementation:


Our school actively supports access by students to the widest variety of information resources available, accompanied by the development of the skills necessary to filter, analyse, interpret and evaluate information
encountered.



All internet and email access at our school will be censorship filtered. Students in senior grades (where appropriate) will have their own password protected email account. Such access is a privilege that infers responsibility, and not simply a right to be expected. All students have a personal log on to the school network.



An internet coordinator will be appointed, who will liaise with staff and the technical support technician to
manage all email access, maintenance of the school’s web site, web filters, and all other issues related to
internet access by students.



The school undertakes to ensure that information published on the Internet by students or the school is of a
high standard, and meets legal requirements and standards of general practice within the community in relation to copyright, privacy, safety and decency.



Students email access will be through a class mailbox under teacher supervision.



All email accounts will be password protected and users will be responsible for clearing their mailboxes regularly.



Guidelines on access rights will be defined for different user levels. Restricted access shall be available to
guest users for specific purposes only.



All students shall be responsible for notifying their teacher of any inappropriate material so that access can
be blocked.



All staff shall be responsible for notifying the coordinator of any inappropriate material so that access can be
blocked.



Consequences of publishing, accessing or failing to notify the coordinator of inappropriate material shall include the removal of access rights.



Signed parent and student consent (see below) is required to be completed in order to gain access to the
internet, or to publish work, photos or videos on the internet.



Privacy of students, parents, staff and other users must be recognised and respected at all times. When
identifying students, only the student’s first name and last initial will be used.



Teachers shall be responsible for making sure all work is screened for accuracy, appropriateness, grammar,
spelling prior to publishing.

Evaluation:


This policy will be reviewed annually as part of the school’s regular review cycle.

RATIFIED by School Council – 18th November 2013

INTERNET / EMAIL CODE OF PRACTICE
Student Agreement

I agree to use the Internet, email and similar cyber tools at our school in a responsible manner for purposes stated
by my teacher.
If I find myself in unsuitable cyber locations I will immediately click on the home or back button and inform my
teacher.
When working on the internet I will:
 Only work on the web for purposes specified by my teacher
 Not give out information such as my surname, address, telephone number, parents’ work address/telephone number or passwords.
 Never send a person a picture of myself or anyone else without first checking with my teacher.
 Always have my teacher’s permission before sending e-mail or cyber messages.
 Compose e-mail messages using only language I understand is acceptable in my school.
 Not compose, send or respond to any messages that are unpleasant or make me or others feel uncomfortable in any way. It is
not my fault if I get a message like that, but it is my fault if I send one.
 Not use material from other web sites unless I have permission for the person who created the material. If I am unsure I will
check with my teacher.
 Not use the internet to frighten, threaten, annoy or bully other people. This can be illegal.
 Follow school guidelines and procedures when preparing materials for publication on the web.

I understand that breaches of the rules will see me lose my internet/email access rights for a period of time
determined by my teacher and the Internet/Email committee.
STUDENT NAME:
STUDENT SIGNATURE:
DATE:

Parent/Guardian Agreement:

I understand the school will provide adequate supervision and that steps have been taken to minimise risk of exposure to unsuitable material.
I do/do not consent to my child using the Internet at school for educational purposes in accordance with the Student Agreement above.
I do/do not consent to my child having their first name (last initial) published on the school's Internet site.
I do/do not consent to my child having their picture published on the school's Internet site.
I do/do not consent to my child corresponding with others, using email or similar cyber tools.
PARENT NAME:
PARENT SIGNATURE:
DATE:

Reminders from School Council
Dropping off and picking up children on Monbulk Road
A number of parents drop-off and pick-up children at the lower playground double gates on Monbulk
Road. Please note that Monbulk Road has double lines at that point and it is an offence to cross over
the double lines to park at the double gates. Police do patrol this area and will book drivers if this is
observed. Although it takes a little longer, please drive up to the round-about and turn, or drive down
to Grant’s Café and turn using their driveway. Traffic becomes congested and travels at high speeds
on this section of road. Please take care.

Camps and Excursions
School Council remind parents to pay in advance for camps and excursions. At our last School Council
meeting, a motion was passed that parents must be up to date with payments for excursions and
camps throughout the year. Payment should be made at least three days in advance of an excursion
or camp, unless otherwise stated on the payment form.
We understand that sometimes families are in need of financial assistance. We will make payment
plans for those families who may be experiencing financial difficulties. Please ask Christine, Ange or
Bron in the office should you need a special arrangement at any time. Your request will be treated
with respect and confidentiality.

Congratulations to Indigo L, Taj L, Hamish S, Darcy W and Indi B who swam so well at the
recent trials at Belgrave pool. In true Kallista fashion they gave 100% effort and demonstrated fantastic 'sportspersonship'. Watch out for future news bulletins when we find out who has made it through
to the next round of competition and in what events. Once again, congratulations to them all.
Hilary Morris
NEWS FLASH : just received notification of
swimming results and ALL five swimmers are
through to the next round. Congratulations to
Indigo L, Taj L and Hamish S who are through
in individual events and great to hear that
Darcy W and Indi B will back the other two
boys up in the relay. They will be representing
Mountain District at the Dandenong Ranges
Division competition next Tuesday. Good luck
everybody.

Working With
Children Check
Just a reminder that you must have a
current Working With Children Check if
you are helping out at the school for any
reason. To obtain a WWC Check you
must complete the online application
form. To do this go to the WWC website,
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au,
answer the questions, print out your
application summary and submit your
documents at a participating Australian
Post retail outlet. Applying for a WWC
Check is free for volunteers.

Notices Sent
Home
-

-

Internet Usage Policy &
Internet/Email Code of
Practice
School Procedures
for the Bushfire Season

After School Care Activities
No

March

Paper Creations
(what can you make??)
Tues 3rd
Bucket Fill
Wed 4th
Cooking
Thurs 5th Paper Plane Competition
Fri 6th
Hockey (Etiennes Choice!)
Mon 2nd

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
(centre closed)
Tues 10th Birds (make you own!)
Wed 11th Sport, T-Ball
Thurs 12th Cooking
Fri 13th
CURRICULUM DAY
(centre closed)
Mon 9th

Don't forget to bring a baby photo
which I can photocopy and put up on
the board. The children are enjoying
trying to guess who the babies are
now.
Liz Nia

PICNIC SPORTS (This Friday 27th Feb)

“The Picnic Sports are designed to engage children in physical challenges, a positive experience,
success and enjoyment. It is a sports event that invites children to experience a variety of fun
activities that encourage skill development, problem solving, fitness, perseverance and cooperation using normal and modified equipment”

Just a few reminders:ACTIVITIES run from 10.00a.m.– 1.00 p.m. It is requested that parents and siblings remain
off the oval during this time unless of course, you are one of the activity Marshalls.

LUNCH: 1.00pm – 2.00pm- parents are invited to bring a picnic lunch to have with their children
on the school oval if they wish.

We are still in need of more parent helpers. Please see Hilary Morris, first thing in the
morning if you can help.

Don’t forget to ensure your child is fully prepared with their hat, sunscreen and water bottle
(named)

If you take your child/children home early please SIGN THEM OUT with their classroom teacher
before you leave.

As this is a school event on school grounds please......no dogs.

In the event of inclement weather this event will be postponed.

Hoping to see you all there!

Hilary Morris
Physical Education

DEVELOPING PARENTING PARTNERSHIPS
IN THE EARLY YEARS OF SCHOOL
Essential for those wishing to help with reading at school.
Invaluable for those wishing to help their child at home.
DO YOU KNOW HOW AND WHEN YOUR CHILD LEARNS BEST?
THERE ARE SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN DO AT HOME TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN, INCREASE THEIR CONFIDENCE
AND MAKE SURE THEY GET THE MOST OUT OF THEIR TIME AT SCHOOL.
Kallista has a long and successful history of dedicated parents nurturing their children’s learning both at home
and in the classroom. We are pleased to be able to offer training and education in the area of literacy to all parents interested in understanding more about how their children’s learning develops and how the school and
home can best work together to support their education. The three session course will explore ways that you can
help your child acquire literacy skills in the areas of Speaking and listening, Reading and Writing as well as investigate How Children Learn.
All participants will receive a certificate at the end of the course which is recognized throughout Victoria.
Numbers in each course are limited to allow maximum discussion and tailoring of the course to meet individual
needs of parents. Classes will be held in the school library.
It is essential that those parents wishing to hear reading in classrooms attend the Reading session.
Afternoon sessions (2-3.30p.m.)
Evening Session (7-8.30p.m.)
Wed Mar 11 (Exploring Learning, Speaking and Listening)
Wed Mar 18 (Reading)
Wed Mar 25 (Writing)
It is preferable that participants choose either the morning or evening course so that
the groups can get to know one another but there can be some flexibility if necessary.
Margaret Brooks (Reading Recovery Teacher)
Literacy Coach

Christine Finighan (Principal)

Please return the form below by Monday March 9th

DEVELOPING LITERACY PARTNERSHIPS
IN THE EARLY YEARS OF SCHOOL
Name…………………………………………………..….

Phone …………………..………………

Child’s name……………………………………………

Class………………………..…………….

I would like to participate in the Developing Literacy Partnerships workshops on Wed
evenings
afternoons
I would like to participate in the Reading session only on Wednesday March 18th
evening
afternoon

DO YOU LOVE WORKING WITH CHILDREN?
DO YOU WANT TO LEARN A NEW SKILL?
CAN YOU SPARE 1 OR 2 HOURS PER WEEK?

THIS REWARDING VOLUNTEER POSITION MAY BE
JUST FOR YOU.
THE KALLISTA PRIMARY SCHOOL BRIDGES PROGRAM NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS TO WORK INDIVIDUALLY WITH CHILDREN IN
GRADES 2-6
FULL TRAINING PROVIDED. UNI STUDENTS/ PARENTS/ GRANDPARENTS/ FRIENDS ARE ALL
ELIGIBLE TO BE
TUTORS.

Bridges is a program designed to be implemented by parents and friends under the guidance of a teacher to help
children in grades 2-6 who require some assistance with their literacy. If you (or anyone you know) could spare two or three
half hours (on two or three different mornings) per week to help these children, please see me this week. The structured program is designed to work intensely for a limited (usually 10weeks) amount of time with school and home and student making
a real effort to improve the child’s skills and strategies in literacy.
Margaret Brooks (literacy coach)
(Reading recovery teacher)

Chris Finighan (Principal)

Bridges volunteer
Please return to school by Monday march 2ND

Name………………………………………………….……………PhoNe………………………………..

I would be available 2/3 mornings per week for 40mins.
I am available for training for 1 and 1/2 hours Wednesdays a.m.(9-10.30) or p.m. (2-3.30)

“Self Portraits”

By Grade 4/5K

Mia

Olivia

Romeo

Luke

Advertisements
Upwey High School Festival Day 2015

The Upwey High School Festival will take place on Saturday 14 March. The day begins with a free Volleyball Coaching Clinic
for all Primary school students from 11am to Midday in the Upwey High School Stadium. Featuring elite level coaches, this
clinic caters for all levels of participants, from those new to the sport or just trying it out, all the way to regular players.
There will also be exhibition games with local high schools, a sausage sizzle and refreshments available.
Following the Volleyball, a Market featuring local traders with products from new and second hand clothes to art and crafts
will be held at the school. A range of food vendors and coffee will also be available for visitors. At the same time the Streeton
Art Show and a Music concert will be held at the school. The music concert will feature a number of bands from Upwey High
School, Dandenong Ranges’ ‘New Horizons Band’, bands and groups from local primary schools as well as bands from the
local community. It is also not too late to be a performer at the concert, so if interested, check out the website at
www.upweyartsfestival.com.
The Streeton Art Show
Thanks to the wonderful sponsorship of the Yarra Ranges Council, the Upwey Arts Festival Art show returns for 2015. This
year’s Art show has been renamed the Streeton Art Show and prize money has increased. Again this year there is no set
theme or medium for the entries. The categories and prizes areCategory

Main Prize

Lower Primary (Prep- Yr. 3)

$100

Upper Primary (Yr. 4-6)

$100

Secondary (Yr. 7-12)

$200

Open Category (all ages)

$600

For more information, or to make an individual entry, check out www.upweyartsfestival.com
Entries into the art show can be made by individual students of the school, or a bulk entry from the school will be taken.

Upwey High Festival Day Market Stalls
If you are interested in running a market stall on Saturday 14 March at Upwey High School, please contact Andrew McNeil at
mcn@upweyhs.vic.edu.au

Dear Kallista Families
There is a black couch in the Library

BELCOMA NETBALL CLUB
needs players aged 8 and up
for the season starting March 2015
Playing Saturday mornings
at Knox Netball Centre

which is no longer required by the
school. If anyone wants it, please
see the ladies in the office.
Thanks

Enquiries: Jenny 0408 933 956/
belcomasec@gmail.com
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