Wednesday 2nd December 2015

Kallista Primary School, 72 Monbulk Road, phone 9755 2633

Important Diary Dates
December
Wed 2nd
Fri 4th

Tues 8th
Wed 9th

Thurs 10th
Mon 14th
`
Tues 15th
Wed 16th
Thurs 17th

Nursing Home Visit
9.15 Final FOKP Mtg for 2015
Vice & House Captains
Speeches Made
2016 Year 7 Transition
for Government Schools
School Captains Announced
10am Xmas Concert, GP Rm
4pm Teddy Bears Picnic for
2016 Preps
Parent Helper Morning Tea
Grade 6 Graduation
Reports Home
Meet & Great New Teachers
Treetops / Cinema Excursion
Last day for Students
Vice & House Captains
Presented to Assembly
2.30pm Final Assembly

January 2016
Fri 29th

1st Day for Year 1 to 6
Students 2016

February 2016
Thurs 4th

1st Day for Preps 9.30-12.30

At Kallista Primary we all value:

A word from the Principal…..

Kallista on the Green… what a beautiful day!
Sunday the 22nd November was a very special day for our school community.
Our school’s music-festival style gathering Kallista on the Green has come and
gone, but we’ve been left with an enormous sense of pride, and a warm feeling
about being the uniquely caring and creative community that we are.
Thanks to everyone who put so much good old fashioned hard work, passion and
enthusiasm into making it such a fabulous afternoon. The Friends of Kallista
Primary School, our fundraising and social events committee, headed by Kate
Hannan, created the whole show. Thanks to our various parents who performed
and to the students also, who performed instrumentals, danced and sang their
way across the live stage. We certainly have bucket-loads of musical and
performing arts talent in our special little school!
Aside from the entertainment there were of course a variety of terrific class
stalls run by students, parents and teachers- including food, food, food!! Thanks
to everyone for the donations, the beautiful craft items (Thanks Lyn!) and the
delicious cakes and slices, and other goodies!

The Christmas season is here!
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As a school, we would like to support two very worthwhile
charities this year.
What’s under the Christmas tree in the office area?
Under our office Christmas tree we will have some boxes to collect items for the
Monbulk Care Network. The Monbulk Care Network is a wonderful organisation
providing assistance to families in times of need. They have also supported our
school with cash grants to provide a youth worker to run sessions with small
groups of students who have similar needs or concerns. They are a most
worthwhile group to support this Christmas.
What’s under classroom Christmas trees?
Another locally-based group for positive social action is Kindred. All classes will
receive a tub in which they can collect items for refugee families in our
community.
Items may include: Non-perishable items such as pasta, soups, beans and
chickpeas, spices, healthy cereals and snacks, fish, rice, lentils, or other tinned
vegetables such tomatoes or peas. Other useful items that would be appreciated
are shampoo, shaving cream, razors, toothbrushes, nappies and toilet paper. Soap,
hand cream, socks, chocolate, cookies, tea, coffee, nuts, jam, chutney, sauces,
colouring books and pencils, phone cards and gift cards are also cheerful gift items
for Christmas Hampers.

Please help our school give a little this Christmas to those in need.
Farewells
We are very sad to being saying goodbye to a number of our wonderful staff next
year.
Robyn Durrand and Sherrin Dwyer are moving on to other roles elsewhere. These
two talented Education Support Staff have contributed greatly to the learning and
wellbeing of individual students and the whole school and we wish them well for
their future careers in education.
We also say farewell to three teachers, Yahiro Yoshino, Sam Graunke and Meagan
Street.
Thank you to Yahiro for teaching Japanese and Music to our students and for her
valuable contributions to productions, and to the instrumental program at Kallista.
The children will miss your smiling face. We wish you all the best.
Sam Graunke has a long history at Kallista, both as a parent and then a teacher.
Sam has contributed to the development of the senior education program at
Kallista, including Education Research Projects, ICT and coding club, and finding us
a wonderful city camp experience for our Year 5&6 students this year. Ask Sam to
do something and it gets done! We know it is just for a year, Sam, but you will be
well missed. We wish you a great year ahead!
Meagan came to us last year and what an impact she has had! Meagan’s bright
personality and fantastic teamwork has brought so much to us as a staff, and as a
teacher, she has been tops! Thanks Meagan for your contribution to our school.
We will all miss you… good luck for the future!

Welcome
We wish a warm welcome back to Stefanie McEwan who has spent the last year with her beautiful baby boy. We
look forward to having her back as part of our school community. And we wish a warm welcome to our new
Japanese teacher Mr Matthew Harris.

Class Structures for 2016
We have put much thought into our 2016 class and subject structures over the past several weeks, where our
students can be ensured of varied and extensive curriculum programs delivered by your dedicated classroom
teachers, specialist staff and support teachers.
Next year our classes will comprise of two Foundation/Year 1 classes, to be taught by Amy Roworth and Kate
Nadji, one Year 1/2 class to be taught by Heather Glover/Stefanie McEwan, one Year 2/3 class to be taught by
Bonnie Ledger, two Year 3/4 classes to be taught by Sonja Wrinkler and Kirsten Belloni/Gail McIntyre and two Year
5/6 classes to be taught by Simone Patterson and Anne Vear.
Other programs we offer such as literature and numeracy intervention, kitchen garden program, art, physical
education, will be taught by teachers, Hilary Morris, Georgie Ruzyla, Marg Brooks and education support staff,
Sonya Whittmann and Kylie Eckland. As previously stated the new Japanese teacher is Matthew Harris. Kerrie Tully
will be returning as class support.
We are looking forward to a very exciting and productive learning year in 2016.

Fond Farewell
After many, many generous and dedicated years of voluntary service, Sandra our ‘Newsletter Queen’ is leaving us!
What will we do without you Sandra?! The ladies in the office will need tissues on your last day!
Thanks for your warm smile and infectious little giggle. We really appreciate all the extras you have helped us with
over the years, too. You will be very missed on our admin team! Enjoy your next adventure, Sandra.

End-of-the-Line Festival!
Thanks to the Friends of Kallista Primary School once again for their tireless efforts to raise money for our school
programs and facilities! Word has it that the chai tent was a cool place to hang out and the chai was absolutely
delicious! Of course! What else would it be when our FOKPS are making it so? Thanks to you all!

Fire Meeting at Kallista CFA - be there and be informed!
Fire safety is a topic that is vitally important to us all. Our Kallista CFA have a community meeting planned for
Saturday 19th December at 11am.
Put the date in your calendar and be there to be informed!

Parent Morning Tea on December 10th at 11am
Please come and join us in the staffroom for a thank you morning tea to all our wonderful parent and community
helpers! Our staff will make yummy treats for you this time! Come and join us so we can say thank you for all you
do to help make our school such a vibrant and happy place to belong.

Out of School Hours Care
Farewell and thanks to Anne Natale for providing a wonderful level of care and service to our children and families
while Liz was away. I’d also like to welcome Liz back on board after some time away. We will enjoy seeing your
face around KPS again Liz!

School Contributions
All families should have received your annual school contribution letters this week in the mail. As you will
appreciate, your contributions form an essential part of our revenue and enable us to provide our wonderful
educational programs and continued school improvements. Please refer to the letter for details regarding
payment and pick-up days for book boxes. Thank you all for your vital contributions.

Lollipop Lady
Thanks to Julie our crossing supervisor, for looking after our children each morning and afternoon. We really
appreciate you help and care for our wonderful students. Thanks Julie!

TIQBIZ- Please read as Tiqbiz will be an important part of our communication system for
fire warnings and school closures
In order to be able to contact our parents and carers when there is a fire incident or school closure for Extreme
Days, we will use Tiqbiz to contact you.
We will also be setting up SMS messaging, however, we have been advised by emergency management that we
need more than one way to contact our families. So we ask as a matter of urgency, that you join up to Tiqbiz . See
information in this newsletter to explain how you join.
PLEASE NOTE- We understand that some of our families do not have smart phones or mobile phones. For these
families we will be calling on a land-line.
For your further information, I will be sending you updated information about fire safety procedures at our school
next week..

SENIOR STUDENT LEADERSHIP ROLES 2016
Our Kallista Primary School staff and I are very excited to announce that the student leadership positions for 2016
will be decided this year. Students who wish to be considered as candidates have prepared speeches, and voting
will be conducted after all speeches are heard.
School Captain applicants are drawn from our current Year 5 students and it was a pleasure to hear some of the
candidates give thoughtful and sincere speeches to our Kallista Primary School staff on Monday this week. We will
hear more on Thursday. Well done to you all for speaking so well in support of your application and for expressing
the desire to support our school and everyone within it.
House and Vice Captains (open to Year 4 and 5 students) will make their speeches to their house teachers and
students, in their house meetings on this Friday.
When will the captaincies be announced?
Wednesday 9 December The School Captains are announced at the Christmas Concert
Thursday 17 December House and Vice Captains are announced at the final assembly.
Other leadership roles will also be decided this year and students will be asked to nominate for the roles. Teachers
then take these expressions of interest and will decide on the students who best fit the roles. More information to
follow.
Remember that leadership comes from within. It’s not so much about a role or a badge, but about the positive
influence you have just by being you. By being that great role mode you are being a real leader.
Leadership is about the way you behave …the things you say and do have a big influence on the people around
you! I’d like to encourage all of you, as our 2016 senior students to remember this.
Whether or not you become a School Captain, or a House or Vice House Captain….
You are all leaders at school!
Make it your goal to be that great role model and take part in making our school a great place to learn and grow,
from prep to Year 6 and beyond!
I am really looking forward to hearing the rest of your speeches and to working with our senior students next year.
I know it’s going to be a terrific year!

Christine

Congratulations Taj Linde!
We are excited and proud to announce that Taj Linde has been selected to receive the 2016 Co-Curricular Scholarship for Upwey
High School.
The scholarships are designed to support student achievement in
all areas of school including academic, leadership and co-curricular.
They are awarded to students who have demonstrated academic
and extra curricular excellence, and who are of high character.
Taj has received the Co-Curricular scholarship, which means he has
$500 to put towards education related costs that will help him continue working to a high level in broader school activities such as
music, the environment and camps.
We feel that Taj is such a deserving student, and wish him all the
very best for his journey through secondary school. What a terrific
way to start!!

Kallista Primary School

Christmas Concert
Wednesday 9th Dec 10-11am
GP room
Children from the choir, marimba, drumming
and private instrumental lessons will be performing for parents
and our friends from Interlink.
This year there will be a surprise act featuring
some faces well known to you all.

After School Care Activities
December
Mon 7th
Tues 8th
Wed 9th
Thurs 10th
Fri 11th

Christmas Cards
Snow Globes
Christmas Diorama
Gingerbread Men
Stained Glass Windows

Mon 14th
Tues 15th
Wed 16th
Thurs 17th
Fri 18th

Pinecone Elves
Christmas Pens
Reindeer Food
Movie
SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STUDENTS

Hi Everyone,
We are getting into the festive spirit at Before and After School Care now! At the
moment we have a collection going for a Christmas Hamper of animal products
(food, toys, etc) that we will be donating to the R.S.P.C.A. So please bring your donations along to put into our hamper.
Also a big thankyou to Ann for being with us while Liz was away, be sure to come
and visit us :)
It's nearly the end of term, so if your bookings are changing for next year, please let
us know.
Thanks, Jayne OSHC.

Great that the weather held out for us second time around and we had beautiful weather to decide our overall
Athletics and Ball Sports House winners. I was so pleased to see the level of enthusiasm and sportsmanship
shown by all students. I must congratulate our House Captains and Vice Captains on their efforts in trialling and
training fellow House members and for their leadership on the day. The role of House Captains is time consuming
and, at times extremely difficult with so many jobs to complete prior to, and during sports days. Our Kallista
House system provides wonderful opportunities for many students to gain experience in leadership and management of others. Students had been practicing not only in Phys. Ed. lessons but during recess and lunchtimes also.
It was also wonderful to see other students step in and help when the House Captains were busy on the day.
Thankyou to those parents who helped out on the day judging, blowing the courts and putting equipment away.
Thankyou to the teachers for their great demonstration of how to further challenge yourself when learning new
skills. Actually, blindfolded tunnelball was not quite what I was after but at least they tried.
Make sure that you check out the kids in action on the sports noticeboard which is located near the General
Office. Photos taken by our ‘Sports Photographer’ Nicky Tipping.

Congratulations to O’Donohue for winning our Kallista House sports. Two
years in a row!!!!
Athletics Results

Ball Sports

Overall

1st

O’Donohue

1st

O’Donohue

1st

O’Donohue

2nd

Grant

2nd

Grant

2nd

Grant

3rd

Emberson

3rd

Gleghorn

3rd

Emberson

4th

Gleghorn

4th

Emberson

4th

Gleghorn

Hilary Morris
Physical Education

FRIENDS
OF KALLISTA
PRIMARY (FOKP)
Kallista on the Green
……what an afternoon !!
Hi Kallista PS families and friends ,
After seven weeks’ planning, Kallista on the Green began right on schedule at 2pm on Sunday 22nd, with the beautiful sounds of the Dandenong Ranges Hot Jazz Orchestra combining with a perfect sunny Spring afternoon to create a little magic down on the oval. The terrific music and great community feel continued throughout the afternoon, and as the Chops played their last notes around 7pm it was clear that something pretty special had taken
place…
We’ve had such fabulous feedback from the day that it makes all the planning and effort worthwhile. Kallista on
the Green would not have been possible without great teamwork . So first up …

Thank You to all the parents, teachers and students who :
VOLUNTEERED on or CO-ORDINATED a class or general stall
SET-UP stalls in the morning
PACKED UP on Sunday evening
DONATED items to the class or general stalls
HELPED out in any way
CAME ALONG and enjoyed the event
There are so many people we’d especially like to thank, and apologies in advance if we’ve missed anyone :

Special Thanks to:
Our PLANNING TEAM : Julie Konda (music); Karen Koolstra (Food), Hannah McHardy, Helen Whitelaw, ;
Robyn Crozier, Lynne Edwards, Naomi Trumino, Emma Absolom, Simone Patterson, Kate Hannan, Cath Clift
Our KPS Parent Musicians: Lisa Baird, Rachel Nendick, Jed Rowe, Chris Gelok, Tim Lines (also did our terrific
KOTG flyer) , Brad Barry, Juan Aravena, Tom Silvester, Aaron Condon, Simon Jauney
All the non-KPS Musicians who performed at Kallista on the Green
Workshop Co-ordinators /Conveners : Kali Foster, Michael Mietzcke , Kerry Wardlaw, Marg Brooks; Yahiro
Trevor Ploeg for his tireless and great work as Sound Technician

Geoff Field for his fabulous work as MC for the day
Amy Roworth and the Kallista Primary choir
Andrea, Bronwyn and Bernie for all their help in the office
Our Principal Mrs Finighan who has been a great support to the planning team.

HOW MUCH did we RAISE ? Of course we also wanted to raise funds for Kallista Primary

– and we
did !! We’re happy to announce that Kallista on the Green raised OVER $7,000 for our school !!! There are still a
few payments (eg. silent auction) to be received so we can’t give you an exact amount yet , but we’re very happy
with this figure and hope you are too

In other FOKP NEWS …

CHAI TENT fundraiser ..
Our Chai Tent fundraiser at the End of the Line Festival in Belgrave last Saturday 28
Nov raised $1103.95 for Kallista Primary –THANK YOU to everyone who helped out on
the day or donated cakes/slices. And our very special thanks to Elissa Sutherland
(and hubby Dave) who brewed up the most amazing Chai tea all day …it was delish
Thanks also to Julie Konda who co-ordinated the kids’ area at the Festival and gave
Kallista Primary this fundraising opportunity .

REMINDERS

…

SCHOOL BANKING - Every THURSDAY
Final FOKP MEETING for 2015
This Friday 4 December, 9.15am Staffroom
This will be our last FOKP meeting for the year, and we’ll be talking about the how the funds raised through FOKP
this year may be used. So why not drop into the meeting this Friday – even if its only for 10 mins - and join in the
conversation. Everyone is welcome
Bye for now …

Kate Hannan

(0438) 038 718

Cath Clift

(0428) 862 074

MAKE SOMEONE
HAPPY THIS
CHRISTMAS!
Two places you can give this Christmas!
Place an grocery or personal care item under ….
our office tree for Monbulk Care Network
your classroom tree for Kindred to take
to refugees

THANK YOU !

“Elves” - work in progress by Grade 6

Ryan
Shea

Taj

Willow
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HAY BALES for Sale
$10 per bale - cost price.
Rye hay with little veggie matter, lots
of uses .
Cash only, pay at the school office
then pick up your bales from the
garden (under the green tarp).
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