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Chapter 1

Welcome

Welcome Year 6 Manor Lakes P-12
College Students to Sovereign Hill,
Ballarat, Victoria.
Today we will be investigating how
your iPads can make your visit to
Sovereign Hill a better experience and
assist you in learning more about the
things you’ll be investigating!

Section 1

On Monday 17th September the year 6 students and
their teachers will be visiting Sovereign Hill with their
Mobile Technology Devices.

Our Visit Details

The aims of this trial are:
- To establish an understanding of how students with
iPads would choose to use their devices while on
excursion and to complete follow up tasks.
- To develop our knowledge of iPad applications that
are useful to students and teachers on excursion.
- To create a bank of examples of effective use of iPads
on excursion that can be used as exemplars for other
teachers.
- To understand how teachers and students are
currently using iPads as educational tools so that our
program and resource development can support
these learners.
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Section 2

This Code of Conduct is a framework of values and behaviours for
ensuring a safe, enjoyable and satisfying visit to Sovereign Hill’s
Outdoor Museum, the Gold Museum and Blood on the Southern
Cross.

Sovereign Hill Code of
Conduct.

Visiting students are responsible for:
•

moving around Sovereign Hill in a manner ensuring their
own safety and the safety of others;

•

ensuring personal safety and the safety of others when near
Sovereign Hill livestock;

•

respecting Sovereign Hill’s property and the property of
others;

•

obeying the lawful instructions of Sovereign Hill staff;

•

treating others with respect and courtesy;

•

refraining from aggressive or bullying behaviours;

•

resolving problems calmly and sensibly, or by seeking
assistance from supervising teachers;

•

enjoying the Sovereign Hill experience as much as possible
and allowing others to do the same.

Persons who breach this code may be directed to leave Sovereign
Hill. Visiting schools will be responsible for supervising anyone
directed to leave.
http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/sovereign-hill/
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Chapter 2

The Gold
Rush Period

For you to develop a better
understanding about your visit to
Sovereign Hill, on the following pages
you will find key information about the
Gold Rush period in Australian, Gold,
and Ballarat !

Information sourced from http://sheducationcom.ascetinteractive.biz/?id=faqs

Section 1

When was gold first found in Australia?
In 1823, James McBrien, a government surveyor, thought he saw gold near
Bathurst in New South Wales. The explorer, Strzelecki, also found small specks of
gold in the late 1830s. William Clarke, a clergyman, collected gold specimens and
showed the best of them to Governor Gipps in 1844. Governor Gipps’ response was
"Put it away, Mr. Clarke, or we shall all have our throats cut."
The discovery of gold by Edward Harraves near Bathurst in 1851 sparked off the
first gld rush.
For more details see our research notes The Discovery of Gold In Australia.
(Source: Geoffrey Blainey, The Rush That Never Ended: A History of Australian Mining, Melbourne University Press, 1969, pp 5 - 8)
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Section 2

When did Australia’s gold rushes begin?
The discovery of gold at Ophir, near
Bathurst, in New South Wales in early
April 1851 triggered the first
Australian rush. For more details see
our research notes The Discovery of
Gold In Australia.
(Source: Geoffrey Blainey, The Rush That Never Ended: A History of
Australian Mining, Melbourne University Press, 1969, Chapter 2)

kidcyber.com.au
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Section 3

When was gold first found in the state of
Victoria?
It is difficult to say who found gold
first in Victoria. James Esmond found
gold at Clunes in June 1851. At almost
the same time, gold was discovered at
Anderson’s Creek, near Warrandyte,
by Louis Michel, a Melbourne
publican. Both towns now lay claim to
having the first gold discovery in
Victoria.
(Source: Geoffrey Blainey, The Rush That Never Ended: A History of
Australian Mining, Melbourne University Press, 1969, pp. 28 & 29)

wreckofthegeneralgrant.com
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Section 4

When did the Ballarat gold rush start?
In late August, 1851 James Regan was
walking from the goldfields of Clunes
to see his mate, John Dunlop in
Buninyong. His stopped at a place the
aborigines called "Balla arat" and
tried his luck. He discovered what was
to become one of the richest alluvial
goldfields the world had ever known.
(Source: Weston Bate, Lucky City: The First Generation at Ballarat 1851 1901, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1978 pages 7 & 8)

sl.nsw.gov.au
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Section 5

What was the effect of the discovery of gold in
Victoria?
In the early days, men left the cities in droves and rushed towards the diggings. On
21 September, 1851 the Melbourne Argus reported,
The whole town of Geelong is in hysterics, gentlemen foaming at the mouth, ladies
fainting, children throwing somersets (somersaults) with excitement. All the
ruffians and rogues from Melbourne and the "scum of convicts from Van Dieman’s
Land" (later Tasmania) moved in a surge towards Ballarat.
(Source: quoted in Valmai Phillips, Gold Bay Books, Kensington NSW, 1984, p. 16)
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Section 6

How much gold was found in Ballarat?
It is hard to be accurate as some miners may have decided to keep their finds quiet.
Weston Bate quotes the following figures:
(Source: Weston Bate, Lucky City: The First Generation at Ballarat 1851 - 1901, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1978 pp. 77 and 86)
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Chapter 3

Sovereign
Hill

Australia’s foremost outdoor museum,
Sovereign Hill re-creates Ballarat’s first
ten years after the discovery of gold in
1851 when thousands of international
adventurers rushed to the Australian
goldfields in search of fortune.

http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/sovereign-hill/

Section 1

By day, Sovereign Hill is where Australia’s history comes to
life! It’s just like stepping back in time - from the hustle and
bustle of Main Street where costumed ladies and gents
parade their new-found wealth, to the excitement of the Red
Hill Gully Diggings where you can pan for real gold and it’s
yours to keep!

General Information

At Sovereign Hill, you can see a spectacular $140,000 gold
pour, venture underground on a fully-guided gold mine tour
or catch a horse-drawn coach and tour the town. Go shopping
1850s-style and visit hotels, schools and a theatre with
goldfields entertainers. See steam-driven machinery in action
and chat with our wheelwrights, candlemakers and
confectioners as they ply their trades.On our streets and in
our theatre, you will be entertained by costumed goldfields
characters who are happy to pose for a great photo
By night, Sovereign Hill presents its spectacular, multimillion dollar sound- and-light show, ‘Blood on the Southern
Cross’, the dramatic story of the 1854 Eureka Uprising.
Sovereign Hill’s commitment to authenticity and value-formoney family entertainment saw us judged as Australia’s
Best Historic and Cultural Experience 2009 by Traveling
in Australia Magazine.

http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/sovereign-hill/
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Sovereign Hill Video

http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/sovereign-hill/promotional-video/
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Where is Sovereign Hill
Interactive 3.1 Where on earth...

Sovereign Hill

Manor Lakes P-12
College

1

2

Section 2

It’s a BIG place!

Sovereign Hill
Grounds

Lots of places to go, many things to see and some awesome
activities to do!
At some stage throughout the day you and your group will get
time to explore the Sovereign Hill grounds and get involved
in some of the many activities and sights available!
Why not head down to the Gold Fields and try your hand at
Gold Panning, you might even find some gold!
Or, head over to the Confectionary factory and see lollies of
the era being made in front of your eyes! Then... Buy Some!
At the allocated times check out the Musket Firing and see
first hand just how loud these rifles of the past were!
Maybe bowling is up your... ALLEY! Head up to the bowling
lanes and try your hand at knocking down a few pins!

Whatever you chose to do, make sure to collect plenty of
evidence with your device about what you’ve done! Photos,
Video, Drawings, Sound recordings, etc... !
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Things to See and Do

Chapter 4

Learning
Tasks

You didn’t think you’d come all this way without
having to do some work did you?
On the following pages you’ll find tasks and activities
that are both optional for you to complete as well as
several that you must complete.
What we are wanting to see is your creativity! This is
all about choice and how YOU choose to present
your work! What app’s you use and how, is all in
your hands!

Section 1

Depending on which class you are in, you will be
involved in one of the following 4 activities!

Education Sessions

1.OLDEN DAYS
2.GOLD FEVER
3.PICTURE YOURSELF
4.CHINESE ON THE GOLD FEILDS.

All classes will be involved in the following two
activities.

1.GOLD POOR DEMONSTRATION
2.RED HILL MINE

Over the following pages, you are to complete one of
the three tasks that have been set for the activities that
you’re involved in.
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Section 2

Olden Days
Students explore life in the ‘olden days’ through hands-on
experiences. Choose a focus: toys and games, home or transport.
Activities.
1.
Take an image of one of the games or activities that you were
involved in. Create a poster explaining how that game / activity
was played.
2.
List 8 or more differences between growing up as a year 6
student in the 1850’s compared to that of today. What are the
major differences?
3.
Create a goldfields photo story of images you have taken that
you feel best represent living in the gold fields. Explain why you
feel that these images best represent life during this ear.
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Section 3

Gold Fever
Students join the ‘rush’ to One Eye Gully. By re-living the highs
and lows of gold fever and role-playing the varied experiences of
the diggers, gold buyers and troopers, they experience the
frustrations that led to Eureka.
Activities.
1.
Explain what it would have been like to be a miner throughout
the gold rush period. What would have been the highs, the lows
and the interesting?
2.
Who were the ‘troopers’? What was their role throughout the
gold rush, particularly on the gold fields.
3.
Produce a document that explains two ways that gold could be
found in the gold field era. Which of the two do you think was
more effective and why?
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Section 4

Picture Yourself
By dressing up as characters in the Eureka story and using
Museum exhibits to create pictures of the key events of Eureka,
students can make a book or slideshow at school.
Activities.
1.
Take a photo of a classmate dressed up in olden day clothes.
Create an advertisement for their outfit for a local newspaper.
2.
Compare clothing that was worn during the gold rush ear to that
of today. What are the major differences? Use images to explain
this.
3.
If you were to design an outfit for Miners and Gold Diggers to
wear, what would it look like and what key features would it
have? Design and draw this showing it’s features.
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Section 5

Chinese on the Goldfields
Students experience aspects of 19th century Chinese culture and
discuss the discrimination faced by the Chinese Diggers who
came to Victoria.
Activities.
1.
What do you think drew the Chinese people to come to Ballarat
and try their luck knowing conditions were tough and very
uncomfortable? Present your findings.
2.
The Chinese people were treated very differently to that of other
people who had come from overseas to make their fortune. Why
do you think this was? Present your reasons.
3.
The Chinese living conditions were vastly different from other
non Chinese areas of the gold fields. Present the differences
between Chinese living conditions and that of other diggers and
miners.
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Section 6

Red Hill Mine Tour
Discover the dark dangerous world of deep lead mining and
witness the discovery of the famous ‘Welcome Nugget’!
Activities.
1.
When down in the mine, take note of the weight and worth of the
“Welcome Nugget”. Convert these weights and money amounts
to represent weights and pricing of today.
2.
Create and complete a 5 senses chart (see, hear, taste, touch and
smell) on what working in the mines would have been like.
3.
Develop a recruitment poster encouraging new people to work in
the mines! What would you have to say to encourage people to
risk their lives and work in deadly conditions?
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Section 7

Gold Pour Demonstration
Watch PURE GOLD being melted to 1,000 degrees and poured
into a mould to create a $160,000 gold ingot!
Activities.
1.
Explain why gold that was found was melted down and
converted in to gold ingots? What were the benefits of this?
Present your findings.
2.
.au

When watching the Gold Pour Demonstration, focus on what
safety clothing is being worn. Does this reflect what ‘would’ have

to
aaa

been worn in the 1850’s? How could you make the gold workers
more protected? What other items of clothing would be worn
these days?
3.
Create a flow chart outlining the process involved in melting
down gold to create an ingot. You may like to take images to
support your flow chart.
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Section 8

On the following pages you will find 6
major learning tasks.

Major Learning Tasks

You need to complete 1 of these.
Using a variety of Multimedia, you are
required, individually, to develop a
presentation that demonstrates your
response to one of these activities.
We are looking for you to be as creative
as you can with your devices. We are
wanting to see various app’s used and
your creativity shine!
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Major Task #1
Focus: Sustainability
Task: Discuss the practices
of living throughout the
Gold Rush Era in Ballarat.
How would living during
these often hard and
difficult times compare to
the way that you live now?
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Major Task #2
Focus: Machines
Task: You are a laborer
during the Gold Rush
period here at Sovereign
Hill. Produce a 2min ‘how
to’ instructional video on
your skill or trade. I.e.
Candle Making, Horse
Shoe Production, etc...
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from? Present your
response to this.

Major Task #3
Focus: The Law
Task: During the Gold
Rush period, Laws were
often different depending
on your ethnicity/race. Do
you think it was fair seeing
people came to Australia to
make a life for themselves
and their families, to then
be treated very differently
based on where they were
-29-

Major Task #4
Focus: The Arts
Task: You are a store
owner here at Sovereign
Hill. Competitors are vying
for your business and
taking clients away from
you, causing you to loose
money. Create an
advertisement promoting
and encouraging people to
shop at your store.
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Major Task #5
Focus: Promotion
Task: You are a tour guide
at Sovereign Hill and know
this place like the back of
your hand! Promote and
show in detail 5 of your
favorite sites and places.
Explain why these places
and stand out sites are
favorites of yours.
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Major Task #6
Focus: Inconsistencies
Task: As a research
journalist, record 10
examples of things you can
find at Sovereign Hill that
you feel are out of place.
Justify your findings!

-32-

Section 9

Please find on the following pages a list

Optional Activities!

of activities that are optional!

You do not need to complete any of
these however it would be great if you
had a go at a few of them.

There will be prizes offered to students
for extra activities that are completed
and like all of the other activities you
need to complete, we are looking for
excellent examples of creativity and
iPad use!
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Section 10

Extra Activities...
1. Create a presentation about your visit to Sovereign Hill. Show

7. Using items you can find, build a small miners hut and take a

evidence of things you have seen and done.

photo of your creation. Present this in an app of your choice.

2. Construct the front page of a newspaper showing the finding

8.Interview 3 different classmates about their experience at

of a HUGE gold nugget! What would the title say? What other

Sovereign Hill. Present the information you collected.

information would be included?

9.Write a diary piece as a 12/13 year old living in the gold fields.

3. Produce a picture dictionary showing items and things you

What would life have been like and how would you be feeling?

have found that begin with letters ranging from A-Z. Present

10.Watch a classmate panning for gold. Create a document, film,

his any way you like.

etc. demonstrating how gold panning works.

4.Record a number of different sounds from around Sovereign

11.Create a document outlining 5 key things that you have learnt

Hill and create a ‘Sound Collage’ of what you have recorded.

from your visit. Explain these things in detail.

5. There were many paintings created depicting what life was

12.Using the B.A.R. method, alter a Horse Drawn Wagon. What

like in the gold fields. Take an image of a scene from Sovereign

would you make BIGGER, what would you ADD and what

Hill and attempt to recreate that in an app of your choice.

would you REPLACE to make it better?

6.Stand in 5 different spots around Sovereign Hill. Holding your

13.The gold has gone. None left! Present 8 different uses for a

iPad up and while recording video, turn around 360 degrees.

Gold Pan. What could it be used for?

Import all 5 mini clips in to iMovie to create a short film.
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14.No pans, no rockers, no nothing. What other alternatives can
you think of to find gold in a creek if you did not have these
items available to you?
15.Write an answer to this statement: ‘It was a stupid idea to join
in the gold rush. It was dangerous, uncomfortable and
miserable. Why would anyone want to do it!’.
16.You find a Gold Nugget the size of a tennis ball. But... gold has
become worthless. List 8 uses for the nugget you have found!
17.Investigate the living conditions of a simple miners hut. List 5
disadvantages to living there, and list 5 improvements you
could have made.
18.Find 5 examples of items and objects that were used in the
1850’s that do not exist or get used today! Present your
findings!
19.If you were sent back in time what 5 things would you take
with you to make your life living in the gold fields easier?
Explain and present.
20.Find 4 examples of occupations that do not exist, commonly,
nowadays. What are they and why?
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Below are a number of controversial statement of opinions to explore while at Sovereign Hill. Find
as much evidence
as you can to support or refute that contention. Use your iPads to record evidence to support your
findings.

1. There was no time for fun on the goldfields.
2. Today’s women have an easier life than those of the 19th century.
3. 1850s fashion had more style than today’s.
4. The past might be a good place to visit, but you wouldn’t want to live there.
5. The best technology is simple technology.
6. Horses were essential to business and the economy in the 19th century.
7. Mining was not the only way to make a living on the goldfields.
8. The goldfields were not really a multicultural society.
9 Sovereign Hill is incredibly fake
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