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Maarten J. IJzerman, MSc, PhD, is the VCCC professor and 
head of Cancer Health Services Research in the School of 
Population and Global Health, University of Melbourne. He 
also holds a fractional appointment as a professor in the 
University of Twente supervising PhD students working on the 
health economic impact of liquid biopsies in cancer 
management. He also is a co-PI of the Canadian-Dutch UCAN 
network, working on the application of precision medicine in 
juvenile arthritis.   Maarten is a global leader in the 
International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes 
Research, and as such promotes active collaboration between 
ISPOR and the European Cancer Organisation (ECCO) on systems 
analysis of value-based cancer care. In 2016, he joined the 
European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) Cancer Medicines 
working group dealing with the disparities in access to cancer 
drugs. Maarten is a board member of two Dutch hospitals, mainly 
responsible for quality and safety and strategy/innovation.

A recent publication from the Globocan consortium reported an increase to 18 
million new cancer patients world-wide. While another large international 
consortium, i.e. the CONCORD, consistently reports improving survival rates, 
there is increasing concern about disparities in access to and outcomes of 
cancer services. As an example, the affordability of cancer drugs such as 
combination immunotherapy is an ongoing health policy concern. 

Precision medicine applications offer the promise of improved risk assessment, 
earlier diagnosis and tailored treatment and survivorship care for cancer 
patients. However, despite significant investments and breakthroughs in 
genomics and precision medicine, successful translation into health services for 
the benefit of patients remains challenging. This presentation will discuss 
challenges in the translation of precision medicine applications in oncology. 
The presentation will then promote a systems perspective using real-world data 
rather than head-to-head clinical studies as an alternative for providing value-
based cancer services. 
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