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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), otherwise known as the
Global Goals, are a universal call to action to end poverty, protect
the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity.
Issues of equity and equal chance of health underpin our ability to
achieve the SDGs and to ensure better life chances in the 21st
century.
The need for research evidence to help identify, implement and
evaluate the impact of interventions to meet the SGDs is key.
However, researchers have often struggled to find ways to include
some sections of society in their research, leading to many studies
omitting them as part of society. Their voices are in effect 'silenced'.
This does little to address 'sensitive' issues of social justice, nor to
support actions to liberate marginalised groups from poverty and
other aspects that restrict their wellbeing.
The Silences Framework’ is designed to guide those researching ‘sensitive
issues’ from marginalised perspectives - those questions which are often
little understood or rendered invisible within so called ‘mainstream
research’, (Serrant-green, 2011). ‘Silences’ reflect the unsaid or unshared
aspects of how beliefs, values and experiences of (or about) some groups
affect health and life chances. This presentation will introduce The Silences
Framework’ and use examples from completed studies to illustrate how
using the framework within an intersectional context could both ‘highlight’
and ‘expose’ those ‘sensitive issues’ and ‘marginalised perspectives’ which
may shape, influence and inform our understandings of health, health
behaviour and more importantly the nuances of applied public health policy.
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