Dear Families, Staff and Children,
When we enrolled the Year 6 students at Reception, or one of the ensuing years, we wanted them to grow to
be students who are resilient agents of their own learning. We are immensely proud of their achievements in
liturgies, the classroom, in the various sporting arenas and in the community.
They have described to me how they have become caring, down-to-earth, observant of others, risk-takers,
choice-makers, deep thinkers, analysers, learners, trusting, self-knowing, collaborators, able to infer and
refer, able to figure things out, positive, resilient, ready and able to admit making mistakes.
They describe our school as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcoming;
As a united front bound together by a common language;
Student led;
Unique;
Embracing of people’s cultures;
And Technologically savvy.

In life, there are big issues and there are small issues and at Holy Family we try to teach our students how to
discern the difference. One of the ways we helped the children at all levels come to terms with societal
issues is by giving them the autonomy to guide their own learning. This year across the school students
have chosen Inquiries such as:
•
•
•
•
•

How do cameras work?
What are Clouds and how do they function?
How does the human body work?
Where do Viruses come from?
What are Animations? and how do you create them?

Collectively they have thrived with this approach to learning because:
•
•
•

They became more flexible learners and are now able to adapt to changing circumstances;
Autonomy engaged them in their learning;
You have relished the opportunity to explore your interests.

We sometimes asked them to collaborate with others:
•
•
•

They learnt that it was interaction with other learners that was almost more significant than the
content of the project;
They learnt that everyone brings a slightly different perspective to the topic…;
Humans are mostly social creatures and over time we have moved from working together for survival
to working together for improved performance.
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It is through this agency and collaboration that we have instilled in the children the values of our school:
•
•
•

Positive Emotion;
Trust;
Support.

These values have become virtues and they will empower you for the rest of your life. In our school we have
four staff who are former students of our school and countless parents who send their children who are also
former students. One day our students might come back as a parent, teacher, lawyer, doctor, NASA scientist,
nurse, neuroscientist, architect, animator or some other occupation which you may create for yourself.
We are in a time of massive change, sometimes we need to look to our leaders to help us make sense of
what is happening around us. In this time of social distancing, Pope Francis suggests that we should love
those who are separated from us as much as we do those who are close to us.
Pope Francis calls upon us to recognise the things we have in common. He calls on all people, all faith
traditions, all cultures. We are all people of God:
•
•
•
•
•

We can learn a lot from history;
Resources on earth are finite, not infinite;
Human rights are inviolate, we must not isolate or cast people out;
Immigrants contribute so much to the societies they join;
Digital connection can be a wonderful tool but must be used wisely.

We must not place individual needs over the whole of humanity. Our concern for our own personal wellbeing
and prosperity should not limit us in seeing the richness and beauty in those things we have in common with
all people.
We are at our best when people work together to address the problems we face. Conflicts will arise in the
process but can be resolved through dialogue and honest negotiation “reconciliation is a personal act”.
Do you remember the story of the Good Samaritan? Pope Francis sees it as a ‘ray of light’ insight into our
current experience, he believes we should extend the kind of love we have for our own family to those who
are strangers to us.
One of the consequences of COVID-19 has seen people withdrawing into themselves and their ‘safe’
clusters. Pope Francis asks us to allow love to come out of ourselves and draw others towards us in a spirit
of acceptance. We don’t eliminate differences, but celebrate the beauty of diversity. We need to keep an eye
out for all persons, especially those who are vulnerable, poor, or suffering.

KERRY WHITE
PRINCIPAL
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During 2020, PhD candidate Foteini Pasenidou has been working with the Holy Family Catholic School
community in facilitating a research project in collaboration with the University of South Australia, Education
Futures Unit. The study aimed to explore opinions and experiences of the whole school community (leaders,
staff members, teachers, students, parents/guardians) about the school’s architecture in relation to students’
equitable and inclusive access and participation in school life.
To date, staff members, teachers and parents have participated in an online survey, while students undertook
roles as co-researchers to explore and identify elements that enable inclusion from their own experience.
Students from Reception with Miss Katelyn Jessop, and Year 4 with Miss Emmaline Matthews utilising
technology as a learning and inquiry tool, took photos of their school environment to identify places where
they feel included and provided descriptions of why this place made them feel included. This was followed
by students creating storybooks and presentations to illustrate their findings and their recommendations.

The preliminary findings provide evidence of the school’s focus on promoting an inclusive environment.
Students reported that areas such as the fish farm, library, oval and court, sensory room and the double
classrooms provided opportunities for student engagement and holistic development. For example, some
students commented:
‘I feel included in my class because people offer to be in my group. I return back by offering them to
be in my group which makes us all happy. I feel calm in the class library.’ (student from Year 4)
‘I wouldn’t change my class because look at them, they are having so much fun.’ (student from Year 4)
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‘I feel like I can get help from the office, because every time I feel hurt, they will talk to me and make
me feel better.’ (student from Year 4)
‘I feel included when I am playing cricket with my team and with my laptop.’ (student from Year 4)
‘I feel included in the playground. You get to do fun things and makes you feel safe.’ (student from
Reception)
‘I took pictures of the whole school, because I like being here. I wish I could change going to the fish
farm more.’ (student from Reception)
‘I took pictures of Spanish. Spanish you get to play and learn. (student from Reception)

In 2021, students will be invited to participate in an architectural design activity of their ideal inclusive
school. The outcome of this study is to support the design of a whole-school inclusive framework called
'Architecture of Schooling’.
Thank you for the opportunity to share your wonderful school community and contributing to the important
research field advancing inclusive education for all learners.
The research team: Foteini Pasenidou (MA Special & Inclusive Education, PhD candidate), Dr Deb Price,
Dr. Deb Green University of South Australia: Education Futures Research for Educational and Social
Inclusion Concentration (RESI).
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SHOW AND TELL
The recipient of the Michael Brown MP award is a
student who shows leadership in all aspects of school
life and excels especially in the area of STEM.
This student has repeatedly lead initiatives such as
masterfully planning and organising assemblies using
many forms of ICT, participating in fish farm feeding and
maintenance and taking part in the recent Holy Family,
appreciative inquiry day with staff members.
This student has displayed exceptional skills in the area
of STEM especially in the areas of mathematics and
science, having recently conducted an inquiry of how
viruses and pandemics occur and are managed, a
timely topic for 2020 indeed. Using ICTs such as green
screen and info graphics on keynote, this student’s
inquiry was detailed, engaging and informative.
The winner of the Michael Brown MP award is….
Destiny Nguyen.

Virtual Christmas Carols
You can view the Virtual Carols using this link:

https://www.holyfamily.catholic.edu.au/news-events/virtual-carols/
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YEAR 6 GRADUATION

Thursday 10th December (details coming)

LAST DAY OF TERM & YEAR

Thursday 10th December 3pm

PUPIL FREE DAY

Friday 11th December

2021
RECEPTIONS & YEAR 1’S COMMENCE

Wednesday 27th January (8.50am to 3pm)

YEAR 2’S TO YEAR 6’S COMMENCE

Thursday 28th January (8.50am to 3pm)
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In Term 1
the Summer
uniform should
be worn with
the school
hat.
Female Formal Summer
Holy Family Summer Dress
White HF ankle socks

Male Formal Summer
Short Sleeve HF striped shirt
Black shorts with HF logo
Black HF socks

Opening Times
Monday -8.30am to 9.30am
Wednesday - 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Thursday - 8.30am to 9.30am

Uniform Shop
is by
appointment
ONLY. Please
phone
8250 6616 to
book.

Holiday Opening Times
Wednesday 20th January 2021 - 10am - 2pm
Thursday 21st January 2021 - 10am - 2pm
Monday 25th January - 8.30am - 9.30am
Wednesday 27th January - 8.30am - 9.30am
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Sports Summer
Male and Female
Striped HF polo shirt
Black Sport shorts with stripe
White HF sports ankle socks
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FROM THE APRIM
The Season of Christmas

ADVANCE NOTICE: CHRISTMAS MASSES 2020

The Christmas Season is a time when we celebrate
promises kept and prophecies fulfilled.
During
Advent, we read about Isaiah’s prophecy of a
Saviour who would be sent from God.
This
prophecy becomes reality when Jesus is born in a
stable in Bethlehem on Christmas Day.

The Salisbury Parish is seriously considering how we
shall be able to accommodate people wishing to
attend Mass on Christmas. Thus, in order to be of
service to as many people as possible while strictly
following prevailing COVID-Safe guidelines, we are
planning to have more Masses on offer in addition to
the traditional Christmas schedule, as follows:

The message of the Angel to the shepherds
wonderfully states the purpose of God sending his
son, Jesus to Earth. The angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a
Saviour has been born to you, he is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign to you. You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke
2:8-12.) The Angel bringing the Good News to the
Shepherds, an occupation that was held in low
estimation by the Jewish Religious leadership at the
time demonstrates that Jesus came for everyone as
they were the first people to spread the news of
Jesus’ birth.
So, when I am opening up my presents and eating
too much food on Christmas Day, I need to remind
myself about the meaning of Christmas and the
message of hope and salvation that was proclaimed
by the Angel and witnessed by the Shepherds that
Jesus came for everyone.

24th DECEMBER 2020 (Christmas Eve)

St Augustine’s Church - 6PM, 8PM, 10PM and
12MIDNIGHT
Holy Family Mass Centre: 6PM and 8PM

25th DECEMBER 2020 (Christmas Day)

St Augustine’s Church - 9am (English), 10:30am
(Italian), 12NOON (Polish)
Holy Family Mass Centre - 10:30am
We also plan to have the 6PM Mass (Children’s
Mass) at St Augustine’s live-streamed on Facebook
for those unable to physically attend any of the
Masses for Christmas and to manage the numbers of
people attending the above scheduled Masses. For
people to pre-book their attendance to their preferred
Mass time please ring the Salisbury Catholic Parish
Office on 8258 2314 to receive a link to register. We
will open the booking by next weekend.
The Parish Team
Thank You
Finally, thank you to the entire Holy Family School
and Parish Community for their encouragement and
engagement in my work.
Have a safe and joyful Christmas & New Year.
Michael Urdanoff
APRIM
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
School routines:
•

SCHOOL START - School starts at 8.50am, children must be under supervision of adults at all
times. Yard Duty begins at 8.30am, if they arrive earlier they need to attend OSHC;

•

LATE ARRIVALS - If your child is later than 8.50am they must sign in at Student Reception;

•

SCHOOL FINISH - School finishes at 3pm if you cannot collect your child by 3.10pm, they need
to go to OSHC;

•

PICK UP/DROP OFF SAFETY - Please use the Kiss and Drop Zone and DO NOT drop off your
children in the car parks or park in Disabled Zones … it is illegal;

•

SAFETY - Please don’t walk on the driveways, use the footpaths, don’t walk in or out of the
vehicle entry/exit gates;

•

LABELLING - please label all removable clothing (ie. jumpers, jackets, hats), label school bags,
drink bottles, lunch boxes and anything else your child may bring;

•

PERSONAL ITEMS - No toys, electronics or sports equipment to be brought to school (laptops
available for lease Years R-1 and provided for Years 2-6, sports equipment available from class
teacher);

•

NUT FREE - A reminder we are a nut free school. This includes but is not limited to Nutella,
Peanut Butter and some muesli bars.

•

STAFF CAR PARK - The inside carpark is for STAFF only.

•

GATES - All gates are locked everyday at 9.15am and re-opened at 2.15pm. During these times
you must come through the front office and sign in.

Laptops
The laptops are a great tool for the students. Here are a few tips
for looking after them:
•

No food or drink near the laptop;

•

Store in a safe and dry area;

•

Use in a dry area (ie not near sinks or wash areas);

•

Do not run or walk with the laptop in the open position;

•

Do not run with the laptop;

•

Always ensure the protective cover is on and not
tampered with.
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JOIN THE ONLY PREMIER LEAGUE CLUB IN
THE NORTHERN NETBALL COMMUNITY

WE HAVE POSITIONS FOR GO, PRIMARY, SUB JUNIOR,
JUNIOR, INTERS AND SENIORS WITH PATHWAY
OPPORTUNITIES TO PREMIER LEAGUE FROM SUB
JUNIORS THROUGH TO SENIORS

TRIALS: SUNDAY 7TH AND 14TH OF FEBRUARY AT THE
KINGS BAPTISIT GRAMMAR SCHOOL GYM
REGISTER YOUR INTENT TO TRIAL AT:
PLAYERREGISTRATION@TANGONETBALLCLUB.COM.AU
#TANGOTOGETHER

WWW.TANGONETBALLCLUB.COM.AU

Friday, 11 December 2020 - Week 9, Term 4

Friday, 11 December 2020 - Week 9, Term 4

LITTLE ATHLETICS
2 Free Come’n’Try Sessions
Come and try Little Athletics for free!
Sessions start at 5.45pm
Rundle Reserve, Salisbury South

Fri 30 Oct / Fri 13 Nov / Fri 27 Nov / Fri 4 Dec / Fri 11 Dec

JOIN

THE

SQUADRON

jets.org.au

or contact Jenni on 0401 023 399 / president@jets.org.au
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Support us and
buy today
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