Newsle er
FMHS Postdoctoral Society
For Research Fellows and Senior Research Fellows

July 2020

PDS AGM
Mark your Calendars!

PDS Monthly Coﬀees are back!

8th of July @ 10.30am in Superﬁno remember to BYO cup

SUMMIT 2020

The PDS AGM was held on the 25th of June 2020. The current
presidents Drs Brya Ma hews and Catherine Tsai introduced
the PDS, shared on events and ac vi es for the year. They also
shared the results of the survey on research fellow experiences
from the FMHS and the Faculty of Science.
We want to say a HUGE THANK YOU to Catherine and Brya for
their commitment to the role and sacriﬁces they have made.
Thank you for being our presidents for the last two years! The
PDS would not be able to func on without the execu ve
commi ee and we thank the whole execu ve for their service.
The PDS was excited to announce the new execu ve commi ee
at the AGM:

SAVE THE DATE - 25th November

Get ready for a bigger, be er, and more
fabulous conference. You will get to hear
about the amazing research occurring in
our Faculty with special guest speakers
from throughout the University. This is a
great chance to share your research, win
prizes and celebrate surviving 2020 with
workmates and colleagues. So watch this
space for the abstract call - we can’t wait
to see you all there!

Cra ing a CV that stands out!

A career development event with Professor
Laura Benne
Wednesday 22nd July @ 1-2pm
Room 501-110

The PDS Execu ve Commi ee

Co-presidents: Drs Ben Dickson (ACSRC) and
Haruna Suzuki-Kerr (Physiology)
Co-secretaries: Drs Joanna Chu and Ana
Ramachandran (MMP)
Treasurer: Dr Erika Freemantle (Anatomy)
Next PDS Commi ee Mee ng: Tuesday 14th
of July at 1pm Room 505-212. Please come
along if you are interested.

Co-Presidents - Dr Benjamin Dickson and Dr Haruna Suzuki-Kerr
Dr Haruna Suzuki-Kerr - Haruna is a postdoctoral research
fellow in the Department of Physiology and is part of the
Auditory and Ves bular Transla onal Neuroscience Cluster.
Haruna completed her PhD at the University of Auckland,
worked in Japan as a research fellow then a er a period of
career break, re-joined the University in 2018. She currently
spends hours looking down the microscope to study molecular
pathology of hearing loss in the auditory system. She also loves
baking and more recently has been teaching her sons baking,
while herself prac cing coﬀee making.
Dr Benjamin Dickson - Ben is a Research Fellow in the Auckland
Cancer Society Research Centre. He completed his PhD in the
School of Chemistry, University of Auckland followed by a brief
s nt recycling paper before landing his current role in the
medicinal chemistry team. Ben’s work focuses on design,
synthesis and development of novel targeted cancer drugs as
part of mul -disciplinary teams in the ACSRC. Away from work
he tries hard to be a good dad to three daughters, while
scraping out me for watching hockey and riding bicycles up
and down hills.

Read more on our website | Join our FaceBook group | Email us at fmhs-res-fellows@auckland.ac.nz

