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I pay tribute to the late Professor Peter King (CPACS) and late Dr John Otto Ondawame, 
former OPM freedom fighter, academic (CPACS), and OPM International Spokesperson who 

spent much of their lives fighting for West Papuan freedom



Indonesia: 7,000 km island chain occupying former Dutch East Indies Territories, and the 
(former) territories of Netherlands New Guinea incorporating over 

3,000 language groups



THE BIRTH OF STATE FASCISM WITH 

THE ARRIVAL OF JAPAN 

PART ONE



1941: The Japanese line of advance in Dutch East Indies, Portuguese Timor, and 
Netherlands New Guinea



1941: The Japanese arrival in Dutch East Indies was welcomed by Sukarno 
(Tropenmuseum)



Sukarno worked as principal ‘Collaborator’ for the Japanese during 
WWII extorting resources / labour from the island archipelago 



1953: Sukarno visiting Emperor Hirohito 





1944: The Japanese Imperial Army trained a Javanese paramilitary force in 
with the ideology of Fascism in preparation for the Allied invasion



A total of 1.5 million auxiliary paramilitary 
(C.L.M. Penders, 2002)



Japanese Imperial Army members defect, create, & lead the ‘Black Fan’ terrorist group 
(Times Herald, 15 September 1945) 



1,000 – 3,000 Japanese Imperial Army defectors lead Indonesia’s 
Special Guerrilla Forces

Japanese recounts role fighting to free Indonesia

SIDOMULYO VILLAGE, Indonesia — Rahmat Shigeru Ono enjoyed his dinner of fr ied noodles,
mixed sauteed vegetables and a spicy boiled egg.

For most of his life he has eaten Indonesian dishes and he’s used to it, except that it must be
accompanied by an “umeboshi” (pickled plum).

“Papi always wants to eat this,” his youngest daughter said while putting some umeboshi on his
plate, referring to Ono by the name his family and neighbors call him.

“I miss Japanese food sometimes,” he said at his modest house in the village of Sidomulyo, near the
hilly resort town of Batu in East Java Province. Umeboshi, at least, can cure his longing for Japanese
food.

Ono, whose Indonesian name is Rahmat, is one of the estimated 1,000 Japanese soldiers who
deserted and stayed behind in the Dutch East Indies, mostly on the islands of Sumatra, Java and
Bali, after the Japanese surrendered to the Allied forces on Aug. 15, 1945.

They fought alongside rebels fighting for an independent state of Indonesia against the returning
Dutch. After the war, some of the Japanese never returned home.

“Some stayed by choice, either because they already had local girlfriends or wives, and just tried to
survive and other reasons,” said Eiichi Hayashi, who wrote “Zanryuu Nihon-hei no Shinjitsu” (“The
True Story of a Japanese Soldier Who Stayed Behind”), a book telling Ono’s story.

Many of them also feared being court-martialed or tried as war criminals if they let their
whereabouts be known.

“They heard rumors that soon after boarding the ship returning to Japan, they would be thrown into
the sea,” said Hayashi, who visited Ono more than 80 times for his book.
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9 September 2009 



1945: Following Japanese rule, Sukarno shifts ideology from ‘democratic –
centralism’ to Fascism to create the Indonesian 

‘Fuhrerstaat’ (Bernhard Dahm, 1966)



26 November 1946: The signing of the Linggadjatti Agreement between Dutch and 
Javanese leadership 



Republic of Indonesia consisted of Java, Sumatra, and Madura. All other 
Territories were entitled to self-determination



17 January 1948: The signing of the UN Security Council brokered Renville Agreement 
aboard USS Renville in Djakarta Bay



The Renville Agreement demarcation lines (RI in red). All other Territories were 
entitled to self-determination and excluded Netherlands New Guinea



2 November 1949: Signing the UNSC brokered Hague Agreement. It included the other 
States / Territories of the Dutch East Indies and not Netherlands New Guinea



Hague Agreement granted sovereignty to the “Republic of the United States of Indonesia” and 
under ‘Transitional Measures’ allows all 15 autonomous states self-determination



UN resolution 491: The ‘Republic of Indonesia’ is admitted into the United Nations in violation of 
the Hague Agreement which stipulates ‘The Republic of the United States of Indonesia’. 

The 15 NSG Territories were denied self-determination.



UN resolution 448: The “full independence” of the Republic of Indonesia 
excluding West (Netherlands) New Guinea



1961: ‘Netherlands New Guinea’ was listed as a Non-Self-Governing Territory 
(UN Doc ST/TRI/SER.A/19)



Current legal status of West Papua: An abandoned Non-Self-Governing 
or Trust Territory
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WEST PAPUA EXPOSED: AN ABANDONED NON-SELF-GOVERNING OR 

TRUST TERRITORY* 

JULIAN MCKINLAY KING** WITH ANDREW JOHNSON***   

This paper examines the shift in legal status that should have occurred, 

under the United Nations (‘UN’) Charter, with the transfer of West Papua 

from the Netherlands to the United Nations in 1962 via the ‘Indonesia and 

Netherlands Agreement (with annex) concerning West New Guinea (West 

Irian)’. It advances that this agreement must be a Trusteeship Agreement 

shifting West Papua’s legal status from a Non-Self-Governing Territory of 

the Netherlands to a Trust Territory of the United Nations. As such, the 

United Nations via the Trusteeship Council was, and remains, responsible 

to ensure the West Papuan people attain self-government or independence 

as required under Article 76(b) of the Charter. The argument is based upon 

Chapters XI, XII, and XIII of the UN Charter governing decolonisation and 

is further supported by admissions contained in now-declassified secret 

American, Australian, and United Nations documents from the period. A 

legal path to assist the people of West Papua to attain their rightful 

independence is also advanced utilising the Rules of Procedure of the 

Trusteeship Council where any UN Member can add an agenda item, and 

inhabitants from the Territory or other parties can present petitions, to 

draw the Council’s attention to a breach of the International Trusteeship 

System. This will allow the Trusteeship Council to seek an advisory opinion 

                                                
* This paper is based on the presentation, ‘West Papua: The Geopolitical Context and Legal Recourse’, 
delivered by Julian McKinlay King at ‘Beyond the Pacific: West Papua on the World Stage’, West Papua 
Project, University of Sydney (online), 1 September 2017 <https://youtu.be/gYzsplFZJnY>. 
** Julian McKinlay King is a member of the West Papua Project Steering Committee at the Department of 
Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Sydney; advisor to the United Liberation Movement for West 
Papua and Groups Revolutionnaires Koutumiers Kanaks; and former assistant to the late Dr Otto 
Ondawame. He holds a master’s degree in Social Anthropology and completed doctoral research on the 
United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor where an alleged attempt was made on his life 
by the United Nations Security Forces before being framed as a terrorist by the Horta-Alkateri-Lobato 
government and subsequently exonerated. Julian is recommencing doctoral research at the University of 
Sydney.  
*** Andrew Johnson is also an advisor to the United Liberation Movement for West Papua, has conducted 
research on behalf of the late Dr John Otto Ondawame, and is Founder of the online websites West Papua 
Information Kit and Colony of West Papua. 



The UN Secretariat committed at least 19 covert breaches of international law



From 1958 to 1962 Indonesian military made numerous ‘invasions’ into West Papua



1963: At the onset of Indonesian administration, anyone found opposing Indonesia 
was arrested, murdered, or disappeared 



Reuters report, 2 June 1969



Department of State, Frank Gailbraith, ‘The Nature of 
the Opposition’ 9 July 1969



Secret US Department of State report by Frank Gailbraith, ‘The 
Nature of the Opposition’ (9 July 1969)



Indonesia’s 753 Battalion sweeping in the Freeport area in 1974 
following OPM activity killed a local Amungme villager Kibak Nagalolan. 

“Nagalolan was hung up and his head cut off; his blood was collected 
in a bucket and the massed crowd ordered to drink it.

Ondawame 2010:106-7

Some examples of terror …



Hundreds massacred in Biak in 1998 by Indonesian military after raising the Morning Star flag
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When the parents of Demianus and Seth Gobay died in their small West Papua

village of Nabire perhaps five years ago, not all their six children could afford to

stay at school.

So when the boys' uncle, Jupri Gobay, approached with an offer of free

schooling for the youngest, Demianus, the remaining children leapt at the

chance. The offer had a catch, however. Demianus, who says he was just five

years old at the time but was probably a little older, would be taken away to

Jakarta. To him it seemed an adventure, but neither he nor his family had any

idea that when he arrived at the port in Jakarta, the young Christian boy would

be converted to Islam and taken to a strictly religious boarding school. There

he would learn little else but how to chant Koran verses and preach his new

religion.

Papuan children taken to Jakarta to be converted to

Islam

Taken from West Papua to Jakarta, two brothers

describe being ''schooled'' in the Muslim faith.
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Johanes Lokobal  si t s on  t he grass t hat  cush ions t he wooden  f loor  of
h is l i t t le, one- room  house. He warm s h is hands at  a f i re set  in  t he
cen t re. From  t im e t o t im e a pig, out  of  sigh t  in  an  annex, squeals and
slam s i t sel f  t hunderously against  t he adjoin ing wal l .

The vi l lage of  Megapura in  t he cen t ral  h igh lands of  Indonesia' s f ar -
east ern  province of  West  Papua is so rem ot e t h at  suppl ies ar r ive by
ai r  or  by foot  on ly. Johanes Lokobal  has l ived here al l  h is l i f e. He does
not  know h is exact  age: " Just  old,"  he croaks. He' s also poor . " I  help
in  t he f ields. I  earn  about  20,000 rupiah  [ $2]  per  day. I  clean  t he
school  garden ."  But  in  a hard l i f e, one hardsh ip par t icular ly of fends
h im . In  2005, h is on ly son , Yope, was t aken  t o faraway Jakar t a.
Lokobal  did not  wan t  Yope t o go. The boy was perhaps 14, but  big an d
st rong, a good worker . The m en responsible t ook  h im  anyway. A few
years lat er , Yope died. Nobody can  t el l  Lokobal  how, nor  exact ly
when , and he has no idea where h is son  is bur ied. Al l  he knows,
f iercely, is t hat  t h is was not  supposed t o happen .

They' re taking our children
West Papua's youth are being rem oved to Islam ic
religious schools in Java for " re- education" , writes
M ichael Bachelard.
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The forcible removal of West Papuan children by Indonesia  
is an act of genocide 

The removal of children and indoctrination into fundamentalist Islam by the Javanese 
ruling elite is an act of genocide



World Bank sponsored transmigration camp in West Papua 
as a tactic to thwart independence





West Papua: The genocide in Nduga
continues
Rex Rumakiek, February 20, 2019

Issue 1210 // West Papua

The word genocide is simple enough to understand, whether in Nazi Germany, Rwanda, Bosnia,

Pol Pot’s Cambodia or in West Papua.

The stories and intent are the same, a policy to annihilate the people considered the enemy of

those in authority. Describing the horrifying methods used in these countries to eliminate people

by state-sponsored activity is mind-boggling.

The genocidal activities of the colonial government of Indonesia against the people of West Papua

is benign to the level of subjugation and will take time to achieve maximum effect but will produce

the same result, the obliteration of the Papuan people.

The program is called Operasi Tumpas or Operation Annihilation. Spearheaded by the military, it

is an operation of total obliteration of not only the people but also the resources that sustain their

existence as a social unit. In the long run these methods will alter or destroy the social

infrastructures that maintain the existence of the people.

The current military operations in Nduga District in the Highlands of West Papua (West New

Guinea) is yet another “tumpas” because there have been many during the past 57 years.

Infrastructure decimated

Whenever an area is declared a DOM (an area of military operation) no one, not even family

members and churches are allowed to enter the area to deliver humanitarian assistance. It is

strictly off limits to international contact.

The people have grown used to this cycle of military operations. That is why whenever it happens

the whole population abandons their villages to the safety of the cold mountains and the jungle.

They move with full knowledge that when it is safe to return there will be nothing left for them to

return to. Their homes, churches, schools, clinics, including crops and animals will have been

destroyed. While in hiding, exposed to the elements, many of their members, especially the young

and the old, will die from exposure and malnutrition.
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return to. Their homes, churches, schools, clinics, including crops and animals will have been

destroyed. While in hiding, exposed to the elements, many of their members, especially the young

and the old, will die from exposure and malnutrition.

Rex Rumakeik, Green Left Weekly 2019

Military operations are a major factor, but there are other contributing factors, such as colonial

settlers called transmigrasi. They arrive every week in their thousands, facilitated by the

authorities to occupy traditional lands and marginalise Papuan owners.

Other contributing factors include poor health and less education. The people have demanded

improvement in these areas but instead the government has put infrastructure, including road

construction, as its priority to mainly benefit its military operations and colonial settlements.

Permanent military operations have been Indonesia’s legacy in West Papua for years and are the

reason why the international media is banned from the territory. Direct requests for fact finding

missions by the Pacific Islands Forum and the Melanesian Spearhead Group have been flatly

denied for this very reason.

Calls for Indonesia to end human rights violations by the United Nations Human Rights Council

and major international agencies such as Amnesty International, the Red Cross, World Council of

Churches, Franciscan International and others, including governments, have all been ignored.

Meanwhile human right abuses continue to be more devastating than ever, with the use of

chemical weapons.

Crimes Indonesia wants hidden

It is well established that there is an undeclared war of resistance against Indonesian occupying

forces.

The indiscriminate use of chemical weapons dropped from helicopter gunships against fleeing

Villagers of the Nduga region in the Highlands of West Papua indicates the intensity of the war.

The colonial army is using these banned weapons in desperation to terrorise the Papuans and

reduce resistance. The tactics are well rehearsed. If the resistance does not create an incident the

army will produce one as a pretext to launch a major operation.

Such pretexts have included, firstly, the death of so-called “civilians”. It is well-known that the TNI

(Indonesian National Armed Forces) has long been involved in businesses in West Papua. This is

part of their strategy to monitor and defeat the OPM (West Papua Independence Movement).

Dressing as civilians is part of their concealed strategy to secure success.

Secondly, the people in the Nduga area are opposed to the decision by Indonesian President Joko

Widodo to grant a permit to a TNI contractor to build the Trans Papua Highway. The highway will

run through Nduga District — a stronghold of the TPN (West Papuan Liberation Army).



!41

Indonesian military take ‘trophy’ shots of  
murdered West Papuans

Social media …



Mass graves are common …



Nduga killings, Papua highlands circa February 2018



Indonesian	military	use	illegal	white	phosphorus	bombs	in	West	Papua
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How mining and the military created an
HIV epidemic in Indonesia’s Papua

Gaining rare access into a region severely restricted to journalists, IRIN
exposes how a rampant sex trade and inadequate HIV treatments are

fuelling a health crisis

Susan Schulman  

Susan Schulman is a freelance journalist based in London

Martina Wanago was sick. In fact, she was sure she would die . She
had contracted HIV, which has reached epidemic proportions here
in Indonesia’s remote and restive province of Papua. And like
many of those infected, she didn ’t know what was wrong with her.
 
“All I could do was just wait for God to call me ,” Wanago said,
closing her eyes as firelight flickered on her face in a traditional
roundhouse in Kambele, a remote artisanal mining village deep in
cloud-shrouded mountains.
 
But it was here, in this unlikely spot, that she found salvation. Or
rather, she found treatment – at the Waa Waa Hospital in the
nearby community of Banti.
 
The hospital was built by Freeport McMoRan, one of the world’s
largest mining companies, based in Phoenix, Arizona. It is one of
very few positive developments that the industry has brought to
indigenous Papuans.  
 
In fact, Papua’s resource wealth is intimately connected to its
tortuous past half-century, which has included a foiled attempt at
independence followed by an armed rebellion in which Indonesian
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epidemic in Papua. According to a 2013 study conducted by
Indonesia’s health ministry, the epidemic had an infection rate that
is 20 times the national average , and 88 percent of those infected
were unaware that they had contracted the virus.
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The HIV epidemic has fed into theories that the Indonesian
government is trying to wipe out the indigenous population.
 
“Papuans believe HIV was intentionally introduced into Papua by
Indonesians in order to kill us,” one Papuan confided to IRIN. “And
that the government intentionally leaves the disease to spread
widely without taking serious measures to overcome the problem.”
 
It is perhaps an understandable conclusion given that government
policies have reduced them to a minority in their homeland, and
security forces continue to arrest, abuse, and sometimes kill those
who speak out. Despite those pressures, Papuan activists
continue to campaign for independence.
 
“Under international law and practice, we have a right to self-
determination,” one told IRIN, on condition of anonymity. “It is our
land.”
 
Wanago has turned to activism too, although it’s of a dif erent kind
– she’s drawing on her own experience to encourage people to
use condoms.
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The intentional spread of HIV by Indonesia in West Papua is a deliberate 
act to bring about its destruction and an act of genocide





Military sweeping operations across the Nduga highlands region over past months, 
50,000 people displaced, many children and elderly dead from exposure.



Exposure and malnutrition killing hundreds following military attacks on villages 



Paramilitary “mafia” group ‘Pancasila Youth’ has 3 million members across 
Indonesia and commenced under Suharto in 1965
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PHOTO: Members of Brigade '08 are backing presidential challenger Prabowo Subianto. (ABC News: David Lipson)

Indonesian "thugs for hire" are playing an increasing role in the
nation's presidential election, less than a week out from the world's
biggest single-day poll.

Known as "preman" from the Dutch term for "free man," they can be
seen at every political rally dressed in military fatigues, army boots and
berets.

"[They're] basically thugs and they have built a reputation as very tough,
rough. Sometimes their actions border on criminal," said Endy Bayuni,
Senior Editor of The Jakarta Post.

"They will  almost  do anything, for any cause, for the
right  kind of money."

There is a lot of money to be made at election time, according to
Andreas Harsono from Human Rights Watch, Indonesia.

"They provide security. They open doors when a politician would like to
enter another [candidate's] territory," Mr Harsono said.

Preman groups also use "intimidation and threats" to capture votes by targeting rival grassroots campaigners who
seek to unseat their political masters, according to Mr Harsono.

"Visiting their houses, visiting their parent's houses, visiting their grandfathers. If those things don't work, then they will
use violence," he said.

There are dozens of preman groups across the Indonesian archipelago, each conducting regular military-style
parades and bootcamp training sessions.

They also put on displays of strength and bravery for the public, including slashing at their own necks and tongues
with machetes and setting off string necklaces made of firecrackers.

RELATED STORY: 'Ghost votes': Indonesia's election
plagued by vote buying, false identities

RELATED STORY: Internet trolls are trying to bring
down Indonesia's President

RELATED STORY: What you need to know about the
five Asian elections in 2019

Key points:
Paramilitary groups are providing
security and support to presidential
candidates ahead of the election
Many of the 'preman' groups began
as gangs and some still have links to
organised crime
Some groups have been paid by
political parties to intimidate
grassroots campaigners into silence

Indonesia election: Paramilitary gangs choose their
candidates ahead of presidential poll
By Indonesia correspondent David Lipson

Posted Fri 12 Apr 2019, 3:08am

PHOTO: Members of Brigade '08 are backing presidential challenger Prabowo Subianto. (ABC News: David Lipson)

Indonesian "thugs for hire" are playing an increasing role in the
nation's presidential election, less than a week out from the world's
biggest single-day poll.

Known as "preman" from the Dutch term for "free man," they can be
seen at every political rally dressed in military fatigues, army boots and
berets.

"[They're] basically thugs and they have built a reputation as very tough,
rough. Sometimes their actions border on criminal," said Endy Bayuni,
Senior Editor of The Jakarta Post.

"They will  almost  do anything, for any cause, for the
right  kind of money."

There is a lot of money to be made at election time, according to
Andreas Harsono from Human Rights Watch, Indonesia.

"They provide security. They open doors when a politician would like to
enter another [candidate's] territory," Mr Harsono said.

Preman groups also use "intimidation and threats" to capture votes by targeting rival grassroots campaigners who
seek to unseat their political masters, according to Mr Harsono.

"Visiting their houses, visiting their parent's houses, visiting their grandfathers. If those things don't work, then they will
use violence," he said.

There are dozens of preman groups across the Indonesian archipelago, each conducting regular military-style
parades and bootcamp training sessions.

They also put on displays of strength and bravery for the public, including slashing at their own necks and tongues
with machetes and setting off string necklaces made of firecrackers.

RELATED STORY: 'Ghost votes': Indonesia's election
plagued by vote buying, false identities

RELATED STORY: Internet trolls are trying to bring
down Indonesia's President

RELATED STORY: What you need to know about the
five Asian elections in 2019

Key points:
Paramilitary groups are providing
security and support to presidential
candidates ahead of the election
Many of the 'preman' groups began
as gangs and some still have links to
organised crime
Some groups have been paid by
political parties to intimidate
grassroots campaigners into silence

Indonesia election: Paramilitary gangs choose their
candidates ahead of presidential poll
By Indonesia correspondent David Lipson

Posted Fri 12 Apr 2019, 3:08am

PHOTO: Members of Brigade '08 are backing presidential challenger Prabowo Subianto. (ABC News: David Lipson)

Indonesian "thugs for hire" are playing an increasing role in the
nation's presidential election, less than a week out from the world's
biggest single-day poll.

Known as "preman" from the Dutch term for "free man," they can be
seen at every political rally dressed in military fatigues, army boots and
berets.

"[They're] basically thugs and they have built a reputation as very tough,
rough. Sometimes their actions border on criminal," said Endy Bayuni,
Senior Editor of The Jakarta Post.

"They will  almost  do anything, for any cause, for the
right  kind of money."

There is a lot of money to be made at election time, according to
Andreas Harsono from Human Rights Watch, Indonesia.

"They provide security. They open doors when a politician would like to
enter another [candidate's] territory," Mr Harsono said.

Preman groups also use "intimidation and threats" to capture votes by targeting rival grassroots campaigners who
seek to unseat their political masters, according to Mr Harsono.

"Visiting their houses, visiting their parent's houses, visiting their grandfathers. If those things don't work, then they will
use violence," he said.

There are dozens of preman groups across the Indonesian archipelago, each conducting regular military-style
parades and bootcamp training sessions.

They also put on displays of strength and bravery for the public, including slashing at their own necks and tongues
with machetes and setting off string necklaces made of firecrackers.

RELATED STORY: 'Ghost votes': Indonesia's election
plagued by vote buying, false identities

RELATED STORY: Internet trolls are trying to bring
down Indonesia's President

RELATED STORY: What you need to know about the
five Asian elections in 2019

Key points:
Paramilitary groups are providing
security and support to presidential
candidates ahead of the election
Many of the 'preman' groups began
as gangs and some still have links to
organised crime
Some groups have been paid by
political parties to intimidate
grassroots campaigners into silence

Indonesia election: Paramilitary gangs choose their
candidates ahead of presidential poll
By Indonesia correspondent David Lipson

Posted Fri 12 Apr 2019, 3:08am

PHOTO: Members of Brigade '08 are backing presidential challenger Prabowo Subianto. (ABC News: David Lipson)

Indonesian "thugs for hire" are playing an increasing role in the
nation's presidential election, less than a week out from the world's
biggest single-day poll.

Known as "preman" from the Dutch term for "free man," they can be
seen at every political rally dressed in military fatigues, army boots and
berets.

"[They're] basically thugs and they have built a reputation as very tough,
rough. Sometimes their actions border on criminal," said Endy Bayuni,
Senior Editor of The Jakarta Post.

"They will  almost  do anything, for any cause, for the
right  kind of money."

There is a lot of money to be made at election time, according to
Andreas Harsono from Human Rights Watch, Indonesia.

"They provide security. They open doors when a politician would like to
enter another [candidate's] territory," Mr Harsono said.

Preman groups also use "intimidation and threats" to capture votes by targeting rival grassroots campaigners who
seek to unseat their political masters, according to Mr Harsono.

"Visiting their houses, visiting their parent's houses, visiting their grandfathers. If those things don't work, then they will
use violence," he said.

There are dozens of preman groups across the Indonesian archipelago, each conducting regular military-style
parades and bootcamp training sessions.

They also put on displays of strength and bravery for the public, including slashing at their own necks and tongues
with machetes and setting off string necklaces made of firecrackers.



The Vice President in 2012 was a member of paramilitary 
(mafia) group Pancasila Youth (The Act of Killing)



Vice President of Indonesia “We need gangsters to get things done” 
(The Act of Killing)



The Indonesian military receive only 25% of its income from government. 75% or 
US$2 Billion is derived from black market / extortion (Peter King, 2004)



West Papuan academic Budi Hernawan: “terror” is government policy
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Probowo has	been	appointed	Minister	for	Defence by	President	Widodo		

S U N D AY,  J U N E  2 2 ,  2 0 1 4

News: "Do I have the guts," Prabowo asked, "am I

ready to be called a fascist dictator?"

By Allan Nairn

On July 9 the world's fourth most populous country, Indonesia, will hold an
election that could result in General Prabowo Subianto becoming president.

General Prabowo, the brother of a billionaire, was the son-in-law of the
dictator Suharto, and as a US trainee and protege was implicated in torture,
kidnap and mass murder.

In June and July, 2001 I had two long meetings with Prabowo.

We met at his corporate office in Mega Kuningan, Jakarta.

I offered Prabowo anonymity. 

I was looking into recent murders apparently involving the Indonesian army,
and was hoping that if he could speak off-the-record General Prabowo might
divulge details.

I came away disappointed.  Prabowo shed little light those killings.

But we ended up speaking for nearly four hours.   

My impression then was that his comments were extraneous.

Prabowo talked about fascism, democracy, army massacre policy, and his long,
close relationship with the Pentagon and US intelligence.  

But at that time he was out of power and in political isolation. Other generals
were the threat. 

But now Prabowo is on the verge of assuming state power.  And looking back
at my notes I realize that some of what he said has now become relevant.

I have contacted General Prabowo asking permission to discuss his comments
publicly, but not having heard back from him have decided to go ahead
anyway.

I think the harm of breaking my anonymity promise to the General is
outweighed by what would be the greater harm of Indonesians going to the
polls having been denied access to facts they might find pertinent.

-----

Prabowo and I had a revealing discussion about the Santa Cruz Massacre.  

This was an Indonesian armed forces slaughter of at least 271 civilians.
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15 April 2019: General Probowo planed to restore Indonesia’s Army to 
U.S.– backed dictatorship. He was subsequently appointed Minister of Defense. 
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Indonesian President Joko Widodo, who is
better known as “Jokowi,” is up for re-
election on Wednesday. His chief rival is
Prabowo Subianto, a former special forces
military commander and the former son-in-
law of Indonesia’s longtime dictator
Suharto. It is a rematch of the 2014
election that Jokowi won by almost 6

percentage points. Investigative journalist Allan Nairn has just
uncovered shocking plans made by Prabowo for if he wins the
presidency. According to minutes of a campaign strategy
session obtained by Nairn, Prabowo has made plans to stage
mass arrests of political opponents and his current allies. Nairn
reports Prabowo also wants to restore Indonesia’s Army to the
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Muslim nation and the third-largest democracy in the world
behind India and the United States. We speak with Allan Nairn in
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States. Indonesian President Joko Widodo, better known as
“Jokowi,” is up re-election Wednesday. His chief rival, Prabowo
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General Wiranto and General Prabowo in Widodo’s cabinet
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Papua remains restricted under
Widodo; 72 cases of violence against
journalists
Aliansi Jurnalis Independen/Alliance of Independent Journalists  (http://aji.or.id) 19 May 2017 

This statement was originally published on aji.or.id (https://aji.or.id/read/press-
release/655/siaran-pers-aji-dalam-hari-k ebebasan-pers-dunia-2017.html) on 3
May 2017. 

Two cases of violence against journalists in Papua in the past week highlight
the empty promise of Press Law protections in Indonesia's easternmost
province, as well as the false hopes of President Jok o Widodo, who more than
two years ago promised to open foreign press access to the area. Censorship
remains the norm in the province, where many foreign journalists are still
forbidden from entering. 

On May 1, 2017, police in Jayapura, Papua, assaulted Yance Wenda, a local
journalist who works for Jubi daily and tabloidjubi.com, while he was covering
the arrest of activists of the West Papua National Committee (KNPB). 

Police arrested the KNPB activists, often labeled as a separatist group , during a
May 1 rally (annually held to reject the integration of Papua into Indonesia which
happened on May 1, 1963). Police beat Mr. Wenda with a rattan stick on the
scene, then took his bag and forcibly detained him. Mr. Wenda suffered injuries
to his eyes, head and back. 

Three days before that, on April 28, three television journalists from Metro TV,
Jaya TV and TVRI experienced intimidation while covering a trial in Wamena
District Court. An unknown group of visitors surrounded them, questioning them
and forcing them to delete their footage of the trial. Police witnessed the entire
incident but didn't intervene. 

Violence and intimidation against journalists
(http://www.ifex.org/indonesia/2017/03/22/media-freedom-papua/)  remain facts
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2016: Indonesian military torture and murder West Papuans with impunity
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INDONESIA: Army Personnel Tortured Indigenous Papuan Man to Death

ISSUES: Torture, fabricated case, fair trial, Rule of Law, indigenous people, remedy
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Dear Friends,

The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has received the following information. It comes from the Commission
for the Disappeared and Victims of Violence (KontraS), a prominent national human rights organization. It is regarding
the case of torture to death of Mr. Isak Dewayekua (23), an indigenous Papuan. Three army personnel of Yonif 755/Yalet
illegally arrested and detained Isak and tortured him to death in Kimaam, Merauke Regency, Papua Province. The army
personnel forced Isak’s family to accept monetary compensation and sign a letter which demanded that the family drop
the case. Currently, the Investigation is still being conducted by the Military Police of Merauke Regency. Later, the case
was transferred to the higher Military Police Institution in Military Regional Office (Pomdam) XVII/ Cendrawasih from
December 29, 2017.

CASE NARRATIVE:

The case is caused by Sagero, a local drink. On November 17, 2017 Isak allegedly drank Sagero again, despite previously
promising to stop drinking it. According to some witnesses, it was alleged by perpetrators, that Private Abiatar, frequently drinks
with Isak. Therefore, three army personnel of Yonif 755/ Yalet initiated a search to arrest Isak. 

According to Isak’s sister on November 18, 2017 at 02.00 pm, three army personnel of Yonif 755/Yalet, came to Isak’s house.
They are: Sergeant First Class La Dilli Wance, Private Fredrik Pattiasina and Private Abiatar Harri. Aware that three army
personnel had arrived, Isak ran to the garden. He was then chased by the army personnel. In the evening at 05.00 pm, Isak
came to his sister’s house. His sister asked why the army personnel of Yonif 755/ Yalet were looking for him? Isak merely shook
his head in reply. At 07.00 pm, Isak and his friend informally discussed the situation in front of his sister’s house. They agreed
that Isak would sleep in his sister’s house and his friend in Isak’s house. At 09.00 pm the Military came back to Isak’s house and
found Isak’s friend sleeping. The three army men forcibly woke him up and beat about his head and body. 
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General Ryacudu admission of an Indonesian military dictatorship 
(Peter King, 2004)



Stephen Hill headed UNESCO in Indonesia

“… the military has had a long standing policy of penetration right 
down to street or kampung (village) level in security and community 
involvement. Where I lived in Jakarta, for example, the street where I 
resided was monitored and managed by an ex-military non-
commissioned officer who reported to his former military masters …
This practice was universal.”

(Captives for Freedom)



My experience:

• US owned Indo Muro Kencaca had 2 TNI Generals on the Board for 
“logistical” purposes

• Dayak communities massacred in Borneo to make way for mining and 
logging

• Military hunting & exporting tigers in Sumatra 

• Extortion of mining companies

• Mass murder of people who oppose government policies (Bali)

• Sumbawa mass murder of demonstrators circa 1997



BREACHES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW & 

ALLEGED GENOCIDE

PART TWO



1948 UN Genocide Convention
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2005 Similar report from CPACS,
University of Sydney 

Round Table Forum 27



2013 paper details Indonesia’s acts as genocide as definite ‘intent’ 
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A SLOW-MOTION GENOCIDE: INDONESIAN RULE IN WEST PAPUA 

DR JIM ELMSLIE AND DR CAMELLIA WEBB-GANNON
∗ 

This paper examines and extends the debate on genocide in West Papua. 

Referring to the 1948 United Nations Genocide Convention, examples of 

genocidal acts are listed: killings, causing serious bodily and mental 

harm, the deliberate infliction of conditions of life calculated to cause the 

destruction of a group, and the forcible removal of children to another 

group. Whereas previous examinations of the issue have failed to prove 

intent on the part of the Indonesian Government – a necessary pre-

requisite under the Convention – this article finds that such intent exists. 

The authors show that West Papua has suffered a military occupation 

since 1962-63 under which the West Papuan people have been treated as 

the enemy by the Indonesian armed forces. Explicit and implicit 

government policy has been consistently directed towards countering and 

eliminating Papuan attempts to create an independent state for their 

nation or enjoy political freedom on a par with other Indonesians. In this 

tightly controlled situation genocidal acts have been undertaken as 

government policy, effectively thwarting the Papuan nationalists in the 

era when information emerging from the province(s) could be tightly 

controlled. In this internet age, however, this is no longer possible, as 

evidence of both genocidal acts and government ‘intent’ is emerging. This 

augurs poorly for Indonesia and the region as the little known, but deeply 

entrenched, conflict in West Papua seeps into global consciousness as a 

‘slow-motion’ Pacific genocide. 

 

 

                                                           
∗ Jim Elmslie is a Visiting Scholar at the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at Sydney University and 
founding co-convener of CPAC’S West Papua Project. His doctorate from Sydney University, Irian Jaya 
Under the Gun: Indonesian economic development versus West Papuan nationalism, was published by the 
University of Hawaii Press.  Camellia Webb-Gannon is a Visiting Scholar at the Centre for Peace and 
Conflict Studies at the University of Sydney. She is the coordinator of the Centre’s West Papua Project, and 
completed a PhD titled Birds of a Feather: Conflict and Unity within West Papua’s Independence Movement 
in 2011. 



From  1963-66 Indonesian military made numerous ‘invasions’ 
into Malaya



In summary 

• The invasion by the Japanese Imperial Army led to the birth of Fascism in Indonesia
• 1.5 million Javanese paramilitary were trained and armed by the Japanese and 

indoctrinated into Fascism
• Sukarno embraced Fascism due to its “efficiency”
• 1,000 – 3,000 military commandoes deserted the Japanese Imperial Army to create 

and lead the Black Fan Terrorist organisation which subsequently became the 
Indonesian Armed Forces

• Indonesia breached the Linggadjatti, Renville, and Hague agreements preventing self-
determination for 15 Territories (among others)

• Indonesia entered the UN as the ‘Republic of Indonesia’ not ‘The Republic of the 
United States of Indonesia’ in breach of the Hague Agreement for which the UN was 
responsible

• Indonesia commenced intrusions into NSGTs Netherlands West Papua and British 
Malaya and even thought to take The Philippines in earlier times

• Indonesia is allegedly committing genocide in West Papua



THE PUPPETMASTERS

PART THREE







Excerpt from the report ‘Dutch-Indonesian Dispute over West New Guinea’ to the US 
President, 7 April 1961 – a ‘façade’ to turn West Papua over to Indonesia



Australian Secret Dispatch External Affairs, Netherlands New Guinea, 24 January 1962



Australian External Affairs, Netherlands New Guinea, 24 January 1962: Netherlands PM Luns’ 
request to Australia’s Attorney General Sir Garfield Barwick to intervene in American 

trusteeship proposal for Netherlands New Guinea



Sir Garfield Barwick: Chief Justice of Australia, Minister for External Affairs, 
Attorney General under PM Menzies, and later a judge 

with International Court of Justice

Just while we’re here…



‘Top Secret’ CIA Bulletin, 9 July 1962



CIA Bulletin 2 July 1962: United Nations Secretary-General U Thant in secret discussions with 
General Sukarno reassuring him that the Netherlands is willing to postpone 

a plebiscite until after Indonesia takes control in breach of Article 100 of the Charter





State Department, 9 June 1969, Telegram 3614 from Jakarta



• Act of Free Choice unfolding like a Greek Tragedy, the conclusion preordained

• Loss of West Papua would give impetus to fissiparous tendencies in other parts of Indonesia 
where anti-Java feelings run strong



1998: Secret archives reveal the US preferred a military dictator to the 
emergence of democracy in Indonesia



Starving children, Laga, East Timor, circa 1978, a direct result of 
genocide perpetrated by Indonesia. An estimated 300,000 

people died during Indonesian occupation



President Kennedy supplied weapons to Sukarno for use against the 
people of the Dutch East Indies



President Nixon supplied weapons for the genocide in East Timor 
and West Papua



President Reagan supplied weapons to Suharto



1998: President Clinton supplied weapons to Suharto in full knowledge of 
genocide in West Papua



Allan Nairn: Trumps Indonesian business partners support ISIS 
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RELATED STORY: West Papua resistance losing fight
for freedom

Papuans claim Australian link to death squad
7.30  By Hayden Cooper and Lisa Main

Updated Wed 29 Aug 2012, 10:40am

An elite counter-terrorism unit trained and supplied by Australia is
being accused of acting as a death squad in Indonesia's troubled
West Papua region.

The group, known as Detachment 88, receives training, supplies and
extensive operational support from the Australian Federal Police.

But there is growing evidence the squad is involved in torture and extra-judicial killings as part of efforts by Indonesian
authorities to crush the separatist movement in West Papua.

The AFP were contacted by 7.30 and outlined their involvement with Detachment 88 - read here.
Read the Indonesian Government's response to the 7.30 coverage here.

The ABC's Hayden Cooper and Lisa Main went undercover in West Papua to meet with many who say an Australian
Government-funded anti-terrorist team is waging a bloody campaign against activists.

On June 14, popular independence leader Mako Tabuni was gunned down as he fled from police on a quiet street in
the Papuan capital.

The men who killed Mr Tabuni, was was deputy chairman of the National Committee for West Papua (KNPB), were
allegedly part of Detachment 88.

Trained in forensics, intelligence gathering, surveillance and law enforcement by officials from the US, the UK and
Australia, the unit was established in the wake of the Bali bombings and has played a crucial role in Indonesia's
counter-terrorism efforts.

They are ruthless, often killing suspects, and their anti-terrorism mandate is now creeping into other areas like policing
West Papuan separatists.

In December 2010, Detachment 88 killed militant Papuan activist Kelly Kwalik.

Mr Kwalik was a leader from the Free Papua Movement (OPM), a violent independence group with a record of
attacking military and civilians, and Detachment 88 publically claimed responsibility.

'Gentle way'
But KNBP's current leader, Victor Yeimo, say unlike OPM, KNBP is non-violent and instead pursues a political
solution.

"Mako was a good man. If someone was angry, Mako wouldn't answer
them," he said.

"Even if people were angry, if he was being questioned by the police,
they'd speak to him but he'd just laugh.

"His way of fighting back was by doing interviews and press
conferences, it was gentle.

"People say he had weapons and so on but I was often at his house and
I never saw a pistol and nor did my friends."

MAP: Papua
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conferences, it was gentle.

"People say he had weapons and so on but I was often at his house and
I never saw a pistol and nor did my friends."

MAP: Papua
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Papuans claim Australian link to death squad
7.30  By Hayden Cooper and Lisa Main

Updated Wed 29 Aug 2012, 10:40am
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separatists.

The trophy video, taken on a mobile phone by the police, identifies Detachment 88 officers, who are often embedded
with other units, and dead Papuans lying on the ground, including pictures of teenagers tied up with ropes.

And witnesses say Detachment 88 was among the security forces that opened fire on civilians at the Papuan National
Congress last October.

To Papuan activists like Mr Yeimo, Australia's support and training for Detachment 88 is galling.

"You give money for Indonesia to kill people in West Papua - you are the perpetrators of violence in West Papua," he
said.

"[The] Australian Government and American government, they are actors of violence in West Papua.

"Because they find them, they train them and then with the gun they kill people, they kill us like animals."

Mr Tabuni's death has sparked the attention of the Australian Government, with diplomats in Jakarta raising concerns
about the killing with Indonesia on August 7.

And the Federal Government says it is asked Indonesia to conduct inquiries into human rights abuses and killings in
the province of Papua.

Foreign Affairs Minister Bob Carr says he does not know if the reports are true, but he says he has spoken with his
Indonesian counterpart, Marty Natalegawa, about the issue.

"Well we think the best way of clarifying the situation is for an inquiry. We've never hesitated to raise human rights
issues in the two Papuan provinces and we'll continue to do it," he said.

But Australia's response is little comfort to the independence leaders in the divided and dangerous region.

Mr Yeimo says his people have little faith that the world really cares about their plight.

"The world is behind Indonesia now, it means they all compromise with Indonesia to kill West Papuan people," he
said.

And he knows that he too is now in the firing line.

"The three days after Mako Tabuni was killed by Indonesia, they sent a text message to me, they said to me that 'after
Mako Tabuni's dead, you'll be next'."

Statements from the Australian Federal Police and Indonesian Embassy
below:

How much money does the AFP provide annually for Detachment 88 – either through training or other
measures?

The AFP does not provide a regular and ongoing annual funding allocation to Detachment 88 or
the Indonesian National Police (INP).
Any allocations we do make to the INP are solely intended to increase the capacity for counter
terrorism purposes.
Between 2010 and 2012, in support of Detachment 88 counter terrorism efforts, the AFP has gifted
assets including motor vehicles, office and telecommunication supplies and computer equipment.
The value of these assets is $314,500.

Exactly, what training does the AFP provide Detachment 88?

The AFP provides capacity building assistance in support of the Indonesian National Police (INP),
including Detachment 88.
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Australia’s training of Detachment 88 is  
complicity in genocide



2018: Grant of 24 F-16 fighter jets from the US government
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The Indonesian Military (TNI) accepted delivery of 24 General Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon fighter jets on Wednesday as part of a grant

from the United States. (Photo courtesy of TNI)

By : Telly Nathalia | on 7:57 PM February 28, 2018
Category : News, Featured, Security

Jakarta. The Indonesian Military, or TNI, accepted delivery of 24 General Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon fighter jets on
Wednesday (28/02) as part of a grant from the United States.

The aircraft were handed over at Iswahyudi Air Force Base in Malang, East Java, witnessed by TNI chief Air Marshal Hadi
Tjahjanto, Defense Minister Ryamizard Ryacudu and US Ambassador Joseph Donovan, the TNI said in a statement.
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RELATED STORY: Indonesian, Australian warships
train together for Exercise Cassowary

RELATED STORY: 'Jakarta doesn't like it': West Papua
flag mural in Darwin remains intact

Indonesian military trains on Australian soil for first time
since Timor crisis
by defence reporter Andrew Greene

Updated Fri 23 Sep 2016, 8:34pm

PHOTO: The AFP abandoned a war crimes investigation against the TNI two years ago. (Corporal Beau Smith)

Members of Indonesia's army have wrapped up a comprehensive
joint training exercise in Australia, signalling an improvement in
relations between the two militaries since the East Timor crisis two
decades ago.

For the past two weeks, Tentara Nasional Indonesia (TNI) soldiers have
worked alongside 1st Brigade soldiers in Darwin as part of Exercise
Wirra Jaya, which defence says was the first time an Indonesian sub-unit had trained on Australian soil since 1995.

Relations between the two nations collapsed four years later when the Australian-led INTERFET taskforce deployed
to East Timor ahead of the territory's push for independence from Indonesia.

Two years ago the Australian Federal Police (AFP) abandoned a war crimes investigation into the TNI's killing of five
Australian journalists at Balibo in East Timor in 1975.

Colonel Steve D'Arcy from the Army's 1st Brigade said the relationship between both armies continued to strengthen.

"We've worked together for a l ong t ime and every year, every t ime we do something
l ike this, t hat  relat ionship cont inues t o st rengthen and buil d, and it  is a very st rong

relat ionship and it  onl y gets bet ter," he said .

"Our relationship with Indonesia is vitally important and to underpin that, operations or exercises like this are really
important to developing those individual, team and also commander-to-commander relationships," he added.
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Australia’s training of the Indonesian military is an act of  
complicity in genocide
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Britain sells weapons to Indonesia after 13 year hiatus

British arms companies are to begin selling weapons and defence systems to Indonesia for
the first time in 13 years, under plans to be discussed by David Cameron today.

Prime Minister David Cameron inspects a guard of honour at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Photo: Stefan Rousseau/PA

By Rowena Mason, Political Correspondent

10:50AM BST 11 Apr 2012

The Prime Minister arrived in Jakarta today to “fly the flag” for British goods with an entourage of
representatives from businesses including several defence companies such as BAE Systems.

Speaking on the runway as he was greeted by a military parade, Mr Cameron said he was visiting
Indonesia because it "will be a top 10 economy and these are huge opportunities for British business".

"I think we need to recognise that so much of the power in the world is going to be to the south and to
the east and we need to rebuild those relationships," he said.

Britain was once Indonesia’s biggest military supplier, during and after the Suharto dictatorship ended
in 1998. However, Britain stopped selling it fighter jets 13 years ago, as the country was accused of
bombing its own citizens using British-made planes in East Timor in 1999, and again in Aceh in 2003.

But the Prime Minister said that it was right to make British military equipment available to Indonesia
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Governments who supply weapons to Indonesia are  
complicit in genocide



Germany is complicit in Indonesia’s ongoing genocide in West Papua



!43

Attorney General George Brandis  
with General Wiranto, 2016 

Commanders who fail to take such measures are criminally responsible for

those crimes. But Wiranto has never been brought to account.

Indonesian president Joko Widodo last month appointed him to the powerful

position of Co-ordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security Affairs. This

week, Justice Minister Michael Keenan and Attorney-General George Brandis

caught up with him at a conference in Bali, as if none of the atrocities had

occurred and there is no such thing as the UN indictment.

Attorney-General George Brandis meets Coordinating Minister for
Political, Legal & Security Affairs @wiranto1947
12:21 PM - Aug 10, 2016

 2  9  12

 Follow

Mr Keenan said he was not going to run a commentary on his ministerial

colleagues in other countries.

"I don't think that's particularly helpful," he said.

The fledgling government that was formed in East Timor after the Indonesians

left the territory never forwarded Wiranto's indictment to Interpol, meaning he

was never put at risk of arrest while travelling abroad.

East Timor's leaders, Xanana Gusmao and Jose Ramos-Horta, apparently took

the realistic view that they couldn't risk antagonising their giant neighbour,

where anger has simmered for years over losing the UN-sponsored

independence vote.

Indonesia sent six warships uninvited to the waters off Dili when East Timor

celebrated its independence on May 20, 2002, highlighting the potential

fragility of the hard-won freedom of what was then the world's newest nation.

Successive governments in Canberra have largely remained silent on the

atrocities committed just over an hour's flight from Australia's shores, despite a

large volume of evidence against the Indonesian military and its proxy militia

forces.

But if Australia wants to have a reasonably health relationship with Indonesia,

unpleasant matters need to be dealt with.

Former Australian Attorney General George Brandis with General Wiranto, now Minister for the Interior 
in Joko Widodo’s governmentGeorge	Brandis	and	Wiranto:	Complicit	in	genocide	in	West	Papua



2018: JULIE BISHOP “NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT ASSERTIONS OF GENOCIDE IN WEST PAPUA”, TODAY 
SHOW, CHANNEL 9
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Indonesian invasion of East Timor, 1976

(Image via newmatilda,com)

More evidence of British
complicity in East Timor
invasion emerges

 Adam Henry  11 August 2017, 1:30pm   14

Archival documents show the

British Government – like
Australia and the U.S. –
actively assisted Indonesia

cover up crimes against
humanity in East Timor. Dr
Adam Henry reports.

In recent research in the National
Archives (UK) regarding the British
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
(FCO) and East Timor, three things
emerged repeatedly.

The first was that the British had clear information (both from their own sources)
and by liaison with friendly Embassies (such as the Australian) on almost all
events and developments inside East Timor before and after the Indonesian
invasion of East Timor of 1975.

Second, the British (like their Australian counterparts) were very well informed
about numerous human rights abuses committed by the Indonesian military
during and after the invasion.

Thirdly, the British (like their Australian counterparts) were committed to
undermining the question of East Timorese human rights in favour of expanding
diplomatic and economic relations with Jakarta. Here we have an example of
nations particularly fond of lecturing others about human rights knowingly and
flagrantly enabling crimes against humanity (if not genocide) to occur. The
United States, along with Australia, Britain, Japan, Europe, Canada and others,
were committed to expanding ties with the Suharto regime — the perpetrators of
great crimes. Indeed, the U.S. and UK (including Australia) maintained military
ties, vital weapon sales and continuously provided diplomatic cover for the
Indonesian military while it committed these crimes. Without such support –
freely given and blatant in its near total ethical disregard for spirit of international
law – the Indonesian military could never have seriously contemplated any war
of aggression against East Timor, let alone a 25-year occupation claiming the
lives of up to 200,000 men, women and children.

It is important to emphasise that the information about events in East Timor was
most often highly accurate. This is not only demonstrated by the documentation
with have in the present about what occurred between 1975 and during 1999 –
when Indonesian authorities orchestrated one last crime against humanity
following the independence referendum – but in the Australian, British and
American archives. 
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flagrantly enabling crimes against humanity (if not genocide) to occur. The
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(including their own) most of these reports highlighted real abuses. The ongoing
dedication of those supporting human rights in East Timor were then an irritation
to be managed, and for a great deal of the period in question, the public profile
of East Timor was not high in mainstream coverage. Sir Allan E. Donald,
Assistant Under Secretary FCO Asia/Far East, South East Asia (1980-84) and
later Ambassador to Indonesia (1984-1988), annotated a 1981 FCO document
highlighting the lack of media interest in East Timor. This was no doubt pleasing
to the FCO.

Annotation on Letter from KFX Burns South East Asian Department, 23 June 1981 in in UK Policy toward

East Timor FCO15/2992, National Archives, United Kingdom

In terms of sheer scale, the atrocities committed by the Indonesians between
1975 and 1980 alone, the ability to overlook such crimes against humanity
required great commitment from the Australians, British and Americans to
maintain their relationship with the perpetrators. At least 80,000 Timorese
(possibly much higher) died as a direct and indirect result of the Indonesian
invasion and occupation during these years alone. In that time, the Australians,
British and Americans had not only acquiesced to the Indonesian invasion,
provided diplomatic and material support for the occupation, they also sought to
further their own interests by expanding the relationship with Suharto.

For the British and Americans, this involved the sale of weapons which would be
used directly in East Timor and West Papua. For the Australians, this would
involve providing de jure recognition of the Indonesian occupation in return for
beginning negotiations over maritime boundaries in 1979. By closing the Timor
Gap, the Australians would eventually gain access to Timorese oil and gas.
Archival documents show that the British were concerned to explain to the
Indonesians that, while they supported – and, indeed, agreed with the
Australians moves from 1978 to offer de facto and then de jure recognition in
1979 – they could never publicly do likewise. Publicly, the British would maintain
the fiction of supporting the principle of self-determination, privately they would
do nothing to regarding the Indonesian occupation of East Timor. The British
wanted the Indonesians to understand that they wished to avoid any UK
overseas territories or colonies coming under scrutiny regarding self-
determination. The lives of the East Timorese being obviously irrelevant to such
thinking.

In no page of the many documents examined at the UK National Archives is
there even the slightest concern or contrition over the fate of the East Timorese
— only the problem of how to continue the relationship with the perpetrators.
There is little doubt that East Timor is more significant demographically and
statistically than many other terrible modern examples often labelled
"genocides" or "ethnic cleansing". It is telling that human rights advocates
discussed in the FCO documents provided information that was not only highly
accurate at the time events were occurring, but that governments – all well
informed of the realities of East Timor – remained steadfast in their
determination to ignore their work.
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Britain, the US, and Australia assisted Indonesia cover up  
genocide in East Timor 



6 December 1975: Secret NOD267 transcript of President Ford & Kissinger meeting with 
General Suharto immediately prior to the invasion of East Timor (Gerald Ford Library)



1948 Genocide Convention



1948 Genocide Convention



Indonesian president with UN Secretary-General, both complicit in genocide



UN:

• Failed to uphold the Renville & Hague Agreements protecting the 
rights of the Territories within the Dutch East Indies 

• Covertly facilitated the illegal transfer of West Papua to Indonesia via 
at least 19 breaches of international law

• Never put West Papua on the Trusteeship Council

• Never passed a resolution recognising the incorporation of West 
Papua into Indonesia



THE BENEFACTORS: THE CASE OF 

FREEPORT 

PART THREE



1961:	Rockefeller	of	Freeport	with	Kennedy.	The	Global	Elites	
control	US	foreign	policy





Kissinger	also	complicit	in	genocide	in	West	Papua



Kissinger’s seamless transition between government and corporate 
interests:

• US Secretary of State

• Freeport Board of Directors (US$500,000 / year)

• Accompanied President Ford on the evening prior to Indonesia’s 
invasion of the Non-Self-Governing Territory of East Timor

• Advisor to the Indonesian government





Freeport: The largest gold mine in the world has destroyed the 
sacred grounds of the Amungme people



In summary

• US change in ‘foreign policy’ following Freeport’s visit to the Grasberg 
deposit in mid 1959

• Mining license granted by Suharto before act of self-determination
• Freeport enjoys both Indonesian and US military protection
• US & others military equipment  ‘grants’ (M16s, F-16s)
• Corporate interests govern US foreign policy
• Kissinger emulates the seamless transition of personnel between US 

Government & Corporations
• Loss of indigenous lands & sacred sites
• Increasing oppression & poverty
• Ongoing genocide of West Papuans



THE ALTERNATIVE PARADIGM OF 

INDIGENOUS ANARCHISM / 

BIOREGIONAL AUTONOMY 

PART FOUR



Some examples of ‘indigenous anarchism’:

• Melanesian communities – communal ownership of lands, local laws / 
customs, autonomy, no police

• Zapatista agrarian communities, no police 

• Kurdish Social Ecology communities, no police

• West Papua’s decentralised village, regional, and national councils

• East Timor’s Governance Committee advancing decentralised
autonomy prior to UN derailment 

• Mondragon Basque collectives, no police 



Zapastisas establishing decentralised autonomous agrarian 
communes
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On January 1, 1994, several thousand Indigenous Mayan people, organized as the Zapatista Army of
National Liberation (EZLN), rose up in Chiapas, Mexico’s poorest state, and took the world by
surprise. They were members of the 21 or so ethnic groups who occupied the areas in and around the
Lacandon forest near the border with Guatemala. Their weapons were limited to rifles — and some
of the rebels carried only wooden replicas. They seized government offices and occupied thousands
of acres of private land while briefly taking control of the city of San Cristobal de las Casas and six
Chiapas towns.

After 12 days of confrontation with the Mexican army, the rebellion was contained. President Salinas
realized that he could not simply go in and smash the Zapatistas. The massive Mexican and global
militant mobilization forced the government to declare a unilateral ceasefire and choose another
tactic, that of a fake political dialogue while continuing the war in other forms: frequent attacks,
massacres and dispossessions.

For their part, the EZLN agreed. Once they achieved the aim of the uprising — making the
Indigenous voices heard — they laid down their arms and entered the so-called “peace talks”
suggested by the government, while continuing to build the non-hierarchical, “horizontal” political
and social system of Chiapas.

Subcomandante Marcos elaborated on the aim of the uprising as “breaking the deliberate silencing
regarding the Global South which had been unheard, ignored.” Indeed, “Never again a Mexico
without us” is one of the slogans marking the ideological essence of the EZLN. The Indigenous
people in Chiapas were unknown, unimportant and forgotten, left by the wayside for hunger and
disease to finish them off. This is why the Zapatista uprising of 1994 is often referred to as “a war
against oblivion.”

“This oblivion was never and still isn’t an accidental one,” says Marcos; “it is a deliberate product of
racism and colonialism, both external and internal, which devalues the life and the suffering of the

BECOMING A “COMMUNITY IN ARMS”

Marcos argues rightly that whatever the previous political theories and inclinations of the FLN may
have been, the real question is: What was the process that led to the fusion of the newly established
EZLN with the Indigenous community? The real issue, then, is their transformation from a guerrilla
group to “a community in arms.”

The EZLN soon understood that none of the existing theories and strategies claimed by the different
trends of the traditional Marxist guerrilla organizations would apply to the conditions they met in
Chiapas. Indeed, the contact of the EZLN with the Indigenous communities led to a kind of
conversion of the original group, a process that Marcos describes as follows:

We really suffered a process of re-education, of restyling. As if they had disarmed us. As if they
had dismantled all we were made up of — Marxism, Leninism, socialism, urban culture, poetr y,
literature — all that formed par t of us, and things we did not even know we had. They disarmed
us and then armed us again, but in a different way. And that was the only way to survive… the
work that the guer r illa nucleus of the FLN developed in Chiapas could only mature and become
the EZLN through the cosmovision and tradition of resistance of different Indigenous groups.

“

people of the Global South to the extent that they often do not exist for the rest of the world.” The
aim was not to seize state power: “You cannot impose a political system by force. The political system
cannot be the product of war. The war should only be to open up space in the political arena so that
the people can really have a choice.”

In order to put the short-term uprising in the context of the continued struggle for autonomous
democracy from below, this essay will first discuss the history of the militant resistance of the
Indigenous communities before their meeting with the EZLN. Then proceed to its creation as the
military arm of the Chiapas communities, who always maintained the dominant role in sharing with
the EZLN the project of building an autonomous Chiapas. As mentioned above, the 1994 uprising
took place in the midst of the ongoing development of this project, which has continued all the way
up to the present moment.

THE FOUNDATION OF THE EZLN

The EZLN was officially founded on November 17, 1983, the day a small group of men and women —
three Indigenous and three mestizos — landed in the mountains of the Lacandon Jungle of Chiapas.
They represented a group, some of whom had in the past been members of Fuerzas de Liberacion
Nacional (FLN), a guerrilla organization founded in 1969. I ts statutes of 1980 describe the
organization as “a political-military Marxist-Leninist organization whose aim was taking political
power by the workers in order to install a popular republic with a socialist system.” The EZLN was
born out of the FLN and was originally planned to form the armed wing of this clandestine
organization which by the end of the 1970s was one of the last remaining leftist guerrilla factions.

Marcos made sure to distinguish the EZLN from the other Marxist-Leninist guerrilla movements
who strived to occupy state power. When asked, “Are there lessons you learned from the Cuban
revolution?”, Marcos responded: “Well I  don’t know if you can call them lessons, because we did not
take Cuba as our frame of reference. But we learned that you can’t impose forms of politics on the
people because sooner or later you will end up doing the same things you criticize. You criticize a
totalitarian system and then offer another totalitarian regime. You can’t impose a political system by
force.”

Pointing to the essential difference between “the guerrilla movements of the fifties, sixties, and
seventies and those of today,” he emphasizes: “Before, they said: ‘Let’s get rid of this system of
government and put in this other kind of system.” We say, ‘No, the political system can’t be the
product of a war.’ The war should be only to open up space in the political arena so that the people
can really have a choice.”
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surprise. They were members of the 21 or so ethnic groups who occupied the areas in and around the
Lacandon forest near the border with Guatemala. Their weapons were limited to rifles — and some
of the rebels carried only wooden replicas. They seized government offices and occupied thousands
of acres of private land while briefly taking control of the city of San Cristobal de las Casas and six
Chiapas towns.

After 12 days of confrontation with the Mexican army, the rebellion was contained. President Salinas
realized that he could not simply go in and smash the Zapatistas. The massive Mexican and global
militant mobilization forced the government to declare a unilateral ceasefire and choose another
tactic, that of a fake political dialogue while continuing the war in other forms: frequent attacks,
massacres and dispossessions.

For their part, the EZLN agreed. Once they achieved the aim of the uprising — making the
Indigenous voices heard — they laid down their arms and entered the so-called “peace talks”
suggested by the government, while continuing to build the non-hierarchical, “horizontal” political
and social system of Chiapas.

Subcomandante Marcos elaborated on the aim of the uprising as “breaking the deliberate silencing
regarding the Global South which had been unheard, ignored.” Indeed, “Never again a Mexico
without us” is one of the slogans marking the ideological essence of the EZLN. The Indigenous
people in Chiapas were unknown, unimportant and forgotten, left by the wayside for hunger and
disease to finish them off. This is why the Zapatista uprising of 1994 is often referred to as “a war
against oblivion.”

“This oblivion was never and still isn’t an accidental one,” says Marcos; “it is a deliberate product of
racism and colonialism, both external and internal, which devalues the life and the suffering of the
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Subcommandante Marcos: All proposals and decisions 
emanate from the communities 
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suggested by the government, while continuing to build the non-hierarchical, “horizontal” political
and social system of Chiapas.

Subcomandante Marcos elaborated on the aim of the uprising as “breaking the deliberate silencing
regarding the Global South which had been unheard, ignored.” Indeed, “Never again a Mexico
without us” is one of the slogans marking the ideological essence of the EZLN. The Indigenous
people in Chiapas were unknown, unimportant and forgotten, left by the wayside for hunger and
disease to finish them off. This is why the Zapatista uprising of 1994 is often referred to as “a war
against oblivion.”

“This oblivion was never and still isn’t an accidental one,” says Marcos; “it is a deliberate product of
racism and colonialism, both external and internal, which devalues the life and the suffering of the
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On January 1, 1994, several thousand Indigenous Mayan people, organized as the Zapatista Army of
National Liberation (EZLN), rose up in Chiapas, Mexico’s poorest state, and took the world by
surprise. They were members of the 21 or so ethnic groups who occupied the areas in and around the
Lacandon forest near the border with Guatemala. Their weapons were limited to rifles — and some
of the rebels carried only wooden replicas. They seized government offices and occupied thousands
of acres of private land while briefly taking control of the city of San Cristobal de las Casas and six
Chiapas towns.

After 12 days of confrontation with the Mexican army, the rebellion was contained. President Salinas
realized that he could not simply go in and smash the Zapatistas. The massive Mexican and global
militant mobilization forced the government to declare a unilateral ceasefire and choose another
tactic, that of a fake political dialogue while continuing the war in other forms: frequent attacks,
massacres and dispossessions.

For their part, the EZLN agreed. Once they achieved the aim of the uprising — making the
Indigenous voices heard — they laid down their arms and entered the so-called “peace talks”
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and social system of Chiapas.

Subcomandante Marcos elaborated on the aim of the uprising as “breaking the deliberate silencing
regarding the Global South which had been unheard, ignored.” Indeed, “Never again a Mexico
without us” is one of the slogans marking the ideological essence of the EZLN. The Indigenous
people in Chiapas were unknown, unimportant and forgotten, left by the wayside for hunger and
disease to finish them off. This is why the Zapatista uprising of 1994 is often referred to as “a war
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communities to multinational corporations.

All this was part of a radical restructuring of the Mexican economy in order to attract foreign
investment and secure the NAFTA trade deal.

The Zapatista communities themselves ordered their army to take action, as a last ditch effort to
stave off what seemed like more or less imminent annihilation. As confirmed by Marcos, it was the
Indigenous communities who pushed for the insurrection:

The decision to take up arms remained almost entirely secret until January 1, 1994. But the three
years leading up to 1991 had already been used by the community for increased organized resistance.
In 1991, Mexican Indigenous communities joined the Latin American movement that had launched
militant demonstrations to commemorate the 500 years of resistance since the landing of Christopher
Columbus in the Americas.

On March 12 of that year, after a two-week-long march from their jungle hideout, the Zapatista rally
drew around 100,000 supporters who filled the city square, where Subcomandante Marcos
proclaimed, ”We are here to demand democracy, liberty and justice. The militant demonstrations and
their harsh repressions continued up through 1992.

In March of that year, the violent repression of a meeting of Indigenous organizations provoked a
six-week-long march by 400 people from Chiapas to Mexico City. In July, a group of women from
Ecatepec, on the Western border of Chiapas, staged a sit-in protest in central Mexico City. On
October 12, about 10,000 Indigenous people marched through San Cristobal. Other protests in
Chiapas were broken up by armed gangs. Communal rights were ignored and the movement’s
leaders snatched and imprisoned.

The proposal to start the uprising on January 1994 “was passed to all the communities,” says Marcos.
“Everyone was asked what they thought. Then there was a direct vote. I t was the same when the
government proposed the ceasefire and started the peace talks. You have to go to every one of these
communities because those who decided the war have to decide if it will stop. All military orders,” he
added, “emerge from this.”

The Zapatista uprising in Chiapas took place amidst a militant resistance throughout the rest of
Mexico. The Saturday following the uprising saw a crowd of 50,000 demonstrators in Mexico City’s
main square. On the anniversary of the assassination of revolutionary hero Emiliano Zapata even
larger crowds marched through the city, attracting peasant and Indigenous organizations from all
over the country.

They the [ Indigenous communities] told me to star t the war  because I  was the one in charge of
militar y planning. I  said that we couldn’t, that we weren’t ready. I  said that we needed time,
because all of our  training was for  defense, while they now wanted to attack the cities. So I  asked
them for  more time to organize. On January of 1993, they said they would give me one year  to
make the ar rangements. ‘I f you don’t do it in a year, we’ll do it without you,’ they said. They told
me that the latest date was December  31,1993. I t had to be some-time between January and
December. So in 1993 we had to readjust our  entirely military system to organize for  the
offensive.

“

CHIAPAS, MEXICO AND LATIN AMERICA: ANTI-CAPITALIST
RADICALISM

Coincidentally, the Zapatista uprising broke out on the day that the NAFTA agreement was
confirmed. I t represented symbolically the deep rooted anti-capitalism and anti-imperialism that
Chiapas shared “with other Indigenous people in Mexico and throughout Latin America,” as Cleaver
points out. I t was an outcry against capitalism as such, and not only against the specific forms
prominent in the era of economic neo-liberalism, or against its effect upon Indigenous people only.

At the same time, they understood well enough its disastrous potential for themselves who were the



Kurds establishing decentralised autonomous agrarian communes 
initiated by the teachings of Canadian Social Ecologist Murray 

Bookchin





When the Netherlands promoted independence the West Papuan people developed a 
unique system of decentralised governance emanating from village councils to 

regional councils, and a national council 



East Timor 2000 UNTAET

• Committee established to liaise with tribal groups and discuss 
systems of inclusive representation

• Decentralised system recognising local customs, laws, language 
groups established

• No centralised ‘Party System’
• UN Minister for Governance and Elections Peter Galbraith disbanded 

the Committee & imposed a European centralised system 



1970: UN General Assembly resolution 2621 (XXV) reaffirms the rights of 
colonial peoples to attain complete freedom and independence 

by all necessary means at their disposal



Academics argue endlessly over the definition of Fascism. 
The case of the US government’s actions over Indonesia, West Papua, 
and East Timor highlight the mergance of state and corporate power: 

Fascism

Fascism??



CLOSING REMARKS
1. These breaches of international law have resulted in the death of 

500,000 people in West Papua and 300,000 in East Timor.

2. Its time to dissolve the “glue” (military) that oppresses the people 
of the Indonesian archipelago and allow all Territories the right to 
self-determination in line with international law.

3. Like Fascist Germany, Italy, and Japan, Indonesian war criminals 
and those Western leaders complicit need to be held to account.  

4. The UN must be held to account for its covert role and we must 
end UN employees impunity from prosecution. 

5. Given the plight of our environment with exponential extinction 
rates, mass inequality, and increasing human rights violations as 
a consequence of neoliberal globalisation, the emergent paradigm 
of ‘indigenous anarchism’ offers a far more compassionate, 
inclusive, and sustainable alternative.




